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BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK OF 1 CORINTHIANS

Malick:

Message Statement: Out of a heart of love, Paul exhorts the Corinthians to cease exalting
themselves in accordance with natural wisdom, and to limit themselves in accordance
with the wisdom of God — the Crucifixion.

Dr. Daniel Wallace:

| think that Dr. Daniel Wallace does an excellent of providing a background study so |
am going to refer you to his work.

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page id=1203

Leake:

Book of 1 Corinthians filled with the tension in the Christian life between our new lifein
Christ and ongoing sin in the church. (cf. list of problemsin the church vs. list of
positive blessings; cf list of familiar quotes — many taken out of context).

Hampton Keathley IV

I ntroduction:

Corinth was a strategically located Roman city on the main land route between East and
West and was the crossroads for severa sea routes. Corinth was famous for its
intellectual and materia prosperity and was honored with being the capitol of Achaia. It
also became famous for its corruption. As Guthrie says, “1ts name became a byword for
profligacy.”

Paul began his ministry in Corinth on his second missionary journey under much
opposition (Acts 18:6-17), but he was able to convert several influential people and
consequently remained for about one and a half years in Corinth.

He left Corinth and traveled to Ephesus. The city’s corruption had its influence on the
church and Paul heard of the problems and divisionsin the church. It isfrom Ephesus
that he wrote and sent this letter to Corinth in about 53 A.D.

Pur pose:

Paul’ s purposes for writing the Corinthians were several. Hisfirst purpose was to deal
with several moral problems and the divisions that had formed as people had divided into
fan-clubs and were proclaiming themselves followers of Paul, Apollos, Peter or Christ
(2:10). His second reason was to deal with severa questions that had been asked in a
letter the Corinthians had sent to him (7:1). A third purpose that appears throughout the
book is Paul’ s defense of his apostolic authority.

All of these issues can be related to a problem with pride, and thus in 1:27-29 we have
what may be the thesis statement of the book:

... but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base



things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He
might nullify the things that are, that no man should boast before God (1 Cor. 1:27-29).

Paul will develop thisideain severa different ways to deal with their root problem of
pride. They had their eyes on external things like eloquence, social status, ascetic
practices, etc. and Paul explains that those things mean nothing in God's kingdom.

Outline:
l. Introduction (1:1-9)
I1. Reproof of Their Sin (1:10-6:20)
A. Divisionsin the Church 1:10-4:21
B. Lack of Discipline in the Church 5:1-13
C. Litigation in the Body 6:1-8
D. Lack of Purity 6:9-20
I11. Reply to Their Questiors (7:1-15:58)
A. Concerning Marriage 7:1-40
B. Concerning Meat Sacrificed to Idols 8:1-11:1
C. Concerning Public Worship 11:2-14:40
D. Concerning the Resurrection 15:1-58
IV. Conclusion (16:1-24)
A. Giving 16:1-4
B. Paul's Visit 16:5-9
C. Treatment of Timothy and Apollos 16:10-12
D. Greetings and Benediction 16:13-24
http://www.bible.org/page.php?page id=1199

American Baptist University:

6.1.1. What does Paul's pointed comment in 1 Cor 4:18-19 "Now some have
become arrogant, as though | were not coming to you. But | will come to you soon, if the
Lord wills, and | shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power™
indicate about his general attitude towards the Corinthians and the Corinthians' attitude
towards him at the time of writing? Based on this how would you interpret Paul's generdl
purpose in writing his letter?

Paul's comment indicates that he believes that the Corinthians or at least some of
them areresistant to him and for this reason are not likely to be open to what he has to
say in his letter. One should interpret what Paul writesin 1 Corinthians on the assumption
that he believes that his readership is hostile to him personally. For this reason, Paul
would see his general purpose as overcoming the hostility that has developed since he
was last in Corinth.
http://www.abu.nb.ca/Courses/NTIntro/1Cor.htm

John Gregson:

The city of Corinth, Greece, was the chief city of Achaia proper; it was located on
an isthmus between Aegean and lonian Seas fifty miles west of Athens. Corinth wasa
thriving commercia city and a very wesalthy one. It was notorious for its luxury and



moral corruption, particularly in the worship of Aphrodite. In the classical Greek to
corinthiazesthai (to act or behave like a Corinthian) meant to practice fornication which
was polite Greek for "go to the Devil." The Temple of Aphrodite on the Acrocorinthus (a
mountain 1,500 feet in elevation above the city) had a thousand consecrated prostitutes
(hetroduli). Its citizens were interested in literature and the arts, especially rhetoric and
philosophy. Paul lists some of the city's characteristic sins--fornication, adultery,
effeminacy, homosexuality, stealing, covetousness, drunkenness, reviling (abusive
speech) and swindling (6:9, 10). . .

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth in response to an inquiry that they had made
earlier. In fact, Paul's first letter to the church was apparently lost, and it was necessary to
write | Corinthians to answer some questions the members wanted answered. Apparently
a committee of three, Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus (16:17), had arrived from the
church with questions and problems within the church. The problems addressed in the
letter were as follows: partisan factions (1:10 - 4:17); incest (5:1 - 13); seeking justicein
law-suits before pagan judges; (Chapter 6); marriage and celibacy (Chapter 7); food
offered to idols (Chapter 8); the veiling of women (11:1 - 16); the Lord's Supper, (11:17 -
34); spiritual gifts (Chapters 12 - 14); the resurrection (Chapter 15), and persond
greetings and concluding exhortations (Chapter 16). Some "of the household of Chloe,"
had brought an alarming report about some factions and strife in the church as well as the
prevalence of fornication heading up in an outstanding case of incest. Morris quotes
Moffat who wrote, "The Church was in the world, as it had to be, but the world was in
the Church, as it ought not to be" (p. 25).
http://www.geocities.com/jwgregson/cor/1corint.htm

Baxter: Jesus Christ Made Unto Us Wisdom
|. REPROOF — CONCERNING SCHISMS (i. — vi)
(The Corinthians were factioudly glorying in men —i.12.)

Ch. i. Manexalting schisms (verses 10-17) wrong because salvation by the Cross sets

aside man’s wisdom altogether (verse 18-31).
ii. Manexalting schismswrong because the true wisdom imparted by the Spirit, not

by man (verses 5-13).

lii.-iv. Manexalting schisms wrong because human teachers only stewards: power is of
God (iii. 5, 6, 21, iv. 1).

I1. REPLIES — CONCERNING PROBLEMS (vii — xv.)
(The Corinthians had written Paul about problems —vii.1)
Ch. vii. Reply concerning marriage and celibacy.
viii.-X. Reply re meats. The principle (viii); Paul’s example (Ix); Scripture warning
(x.); issue (x.23-xi. 1).
xi. Reply on sex propriety in the assembly (verses 2-16) and general behaviour at
the Lord’s Table (verses 17-34).
xii.-xiv. Reply re spiritua gifts. Dispensed by the Spirit (xii.); poor without love (xiii.);
prophecy the best (xiv.).
xv. Reply concerning resurrection of Saints. Relation to Christ’s (verses 1-19); the
prospect (verses 20-34); the body (verses 35-49); the “mystery” (verses 50-58).



Baxter: Paul asan Example
It is a superb apologetic when a Christian leader lives so close to His Lord that he can
counsel his hearers not only to “Do as | say” but “Do as | do.”

1. Loyadty | message, method and motive, ii. 1-5.

2. Soundness in founding and building, iii. 10-23.

3. Fiddity as atrustee of saving truth, iv. 1-6.

4. Endurance of tribulations for Christ, iv. 9-16.

5. Considerateness of weaker brethren, vi. 12, viii.13.
6. Foregoing of proper rights and dues, ix. 12-18.

7. Sdf-denia for the saving of souls, ix. 19-23.

8. Sdf-disciplinein body and behaviour, iX. 27, x. 33.
9. Sdf-restraint in public assemblies, xiv. 18-20.
10. Self-abnegation and active gratitude, xv. 9-10.

MacArthur: Brief Outline
Calling and benefits of sainthood (1:1-9)
Errors and problems in the church (1:10-16:4) regarding:
Unity (1:10-3:23)
Servanthood (4:1-21)
Morality (5:1-6:20)
Marriage (7:1-40)
Liberty (8:1-11:1)
Men and women in the church (11:2-16)
The Lord’s Supper (11:17-34)
Spiritua Gifts (12-14)
The resurrection (15)
Stewardship (16:1-4)
Personal plans and greetings (16:5-24)

Boyer: If Paul were to write aletter to the evangelical, Bible-believing churches of late
twentieth century America, | believe it would be much like | Corinthians. Their world
was like our world: the same thirst for intellectualism, the same permissiveness toward
moral standards, the same fascination for the spectacular. And their church was like our
churches: proud, affluent, materialistic, fiercely eager for intellectual and social
acceptance by the world, doctrinally orthodox but morally and practically conforming to
the world.

Morris: Paul’s purpose, then, in writing this Epistle, is principally to set right disorders
which the Corinthians took lightly, but which he regarded as grave sins. Secondly, he
wrote to answer some questions put to him. Thirdly, he wrote to give some doctrinal
teaching, particularly on the resurrection.

Hodge: Paul’s relation to the church in Corinth was in some respects peculiar. He was
not only the founder of the congregation, but he continued in the closest relation to it. It
excited his solicitude, called for the wisest management, tried his patience and



forbearance, rewarded him at times by signal evidence of affection and obedience, and
filled him with hopes of its extended and healthful influence. Hislove for that church
was therefore of special intensity. It was analogous to that of afather for a promising son
beset with temptations, whose character combined great excellencies with great defects.
The epistles to the Corinthians, therefore, revea to us more of the personal character of
the apostle than any of his other letters. They show him to us as a man, as a pastor, as a
counsdllor, asin conflict not only with heretics, but with personal enemies. They reveal
his wisdom, his zedl, his forbearance, his liberality of principle and practice in all matters
of indifference, his strictness in all matters of right and wrong, his humility, and perhaps
above al, his unwearied activity and wonderful endurance.



OUTLINE OF 1 CORINTHIANS

THE KEY TO SOLVING CHURCH PROBLEMS:
EXALT GOD RATHER MAN

“ Let himwho boasts, boast inthe Lord .. .” (1:31)
“ S0 then, let no one boast in men. For all thingsbelongtoyou . .. and you
belong to Christ; and Christ belongsto God.” (3:21,23)

BIG IDEA:

THE GOSPEL MESSAGE OF CHRIST’S CRUCIFIXION AND
RESURRECTION BRINGS GOD’SWISDOM TO BEAR ON THE
PRACTICAL PROBLEMS THAT ARE ROOTED IN MAN’S
PRIDE AND SELFISHNESS

(1:1-9) INTRODUCTION: HOLINESS AND GIFTEDNESS
SHOULD CHARACTERIZE THE LOCAL BODY OF CHRIST

(1:1-3) Holiness should characterize the local body of Christ --
- The entire church has been called to be holy (“saints”)
- And granted the necessary spiritual resources of grace and peace

(1:4-9) Giftedness should characterize the local body of Christ --
- All that we enjoy comes to us from God'’ s grace (no room for arrogant pride)
- We should be characterized by thanksgiving that is rooted in God' s faithfulness
- We have been enriched in Christ Jesus

|. (1:10—6:20) ADDRESSING PROBLEMS UNDERMINING
THE UNITY AND HOLINESSOF THE CHURCH --

THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST REINFORCESTHE WISDOM
OF GOD WHICH PROTECTSTHE CHURCH FROM PRIDEFUL

DIVISIONS AND DISORDERS
Church Unity: Paul’ s response to the verbal reports of problems in the church at Corinth

A. (1:10-4:21) DIVISIONSIN THE CHURCH -- EXALT GOD RATHER
THAN MAN

1. (1:10-17) Problem of Divisions: Loyalty to Christ cements a church together --
Churches need to be unified around the ssmplicity and power of the gospel message



(the cross of Christ) rather than loyalty to one particular preacher
2. (1:18 — 4:5) Two Protections Against Divisionsin the Church

a. (1:18—-2:16) The effective communication of the wisdom of God by powerfully
preaching the crucified Christ = Exalting God rather than Man

(2:18-25) Wisdom of God: The word of the crossis true power and wisdom--
Only the message of Christ crucified impacts man with the power and wisdom of God

(2:26-31) Nullifying man’s pride: Divine eection leaves no room for man’ s pride --
The divine initiative in election nullifies man’s pride so that God gets all the credit

(21-5) Powerfully preaching Christ --
The effectiveness of preaching derives from its focus on the crucified Christ and its
dynamic of the power of God rather than from the eloquence or personality or popularity
of the particular preacher

(2:6-8) The mystery aspect of the wisdom of God --
The message of the cross is only foolishness to those who don’t understand the coming

glory

(29-16) Spirit taught truth -- Spirit revedls. . . Spirit inspires. . . Spirit illumines --
The Holy Spirit directs the communication and understanding of divine wisdom through
three fundamental processes

b. (2:17 —4:5) Ego-lessconstruction of the church of God by following the
blueprint of the wise master builder = Exalting God rather than Man

(3:1-4) Thedanger of sectarianism --
Fleshly sectarianism is an unnatural state for the believer and stunts spiritual growth

(3:5-9) Sectarianism defeated by giving all glory to God --
All of the accolades for spiritual ministry should go to God who causes the growth -- not
to the particular servants laboring together on God’ s behalf

(3:10-15) Divine blueprint for spiritual construction --
The hard work of spiritual ministry can reap eterna rewards when we build wisely on the
proper foundation

(3:16-17) The sanctity of thelocal church as the temple of God --
Because the local church is God's holy sanctuary, anyone who damages (destroys /
corrupts) it will be punished accordingly

(3:18-23) God'swisdom always trumps man’s wisdom --
Two foolish mistakes that undermine God’ s wisdom and cause division within the loca
church:
- Thinking too highly of self



- Thinking too highly of any prominent men (notable teachers, spiritual leaders)

(4:1-5) Performance review for Christian ministers --
The judgment of the Lord is al that matters when it comes to ultimate accountability for
Christian ministry

3. (4:6-21) Power to Discipline those Causing Divisionsin the church
(4:6-13) Exposing arrogant pride and self sufficiency --
Boasting in particular prominent preachers demonstrates arrogant pride and self
sufficiency

(4:24-21) Tough love --
Effective spiritual leadership aggressively confronts sin and provides just the right
balance of nurture and discipline for the need of the moment to achieve the desired
change in behavior

B. (5:1 —6:20) DISORDERS IN THE CHURCH - REPLACE
ARROGANCE WITH GOD’'SWISDOM
1. (51-13) Immorality Undermines the Unity and Holiness of the Church

No tolerance for sexual sin --
Church discipline must be enforced against sexual immorality

2. (6:1-11) Civil Suits Undermine the Unity and Testimony of the Church
(6:1-8) Competent to judge civil disputes --
Believers should never sue fellow believersin civil court before unbelievers

(6:9-11) Clear distinction between believers and unbelievers -- no exceptions when it comes to
qualifying for God's kingdom --
Unconverted sinners have no part in God’ s kingdom -- atransformed life should produce
transformed living

3. (6:12-20) Glorifying God in your body supports the unity, holiness and

testimony of the church
Eight guidelines to encourage believers to glorify God in their physical body

. (7:1—-14:40) ANSWERING QUESTIONS REGARDING
PROPER PERSONAL AND CHURCH CONDUCT --
THE GLORY OF GOD REINFORCES SELF DENIAL AND

LOVE FORTHE BRETHREN INALL AREASOF CONDUCT

Christian Practice: Paul’ s response to the specific questions contained in the letter he received
from Corinth

“Now concerning” -- peri de -- marks the introduction of each new questionor major topic
(7.1, 7:25; 8:1; 12:1)
(also found in 16:1; 16:12)



A. (7:1-24) CONCERNING SEXUAL PRACTICE IN MARRIAGE AND
THE APPROPRIATENESS OF DIFFERENT SITUATIONS

1. (7:1-7) Celibacy or sexual union in marriage?
Apart from the gift of celibacy, the consistent pattern of sexual relationships in the marriage
union protects from temptation to immorality

2. (7:8-16) Singleness. .. Marriage. .. Divorce. . . Remarriage?

Different situations call for different divine instruction regarding singleness, marriage and
divorce (and remarriage)

3. (7:17-24) Bloom where you are planted --
Salvation doesn’t mean you should change your physical circumstances

B. (7:25-40) CONCERNING ADVANTAGESOF REMAINING SINGLE
Staying single has much to commend itself . . . But marriage is still a good option

C. (8:1-11:34) CONCERNING QUESTIONABLE PRACTICES, THE
VOLUNTARY RESTRICTING OF OUR LIBERTIESAND THE
UNSELFISH NATURE OF THE MINISTRY

1. (8:1-13) Fundamenta Principle: Love Trumps Liberty

Christian liberty must not violate Chrigtian love --
The controlling factor in our decision making regarding debatable areas of Christian
conduct must be love

2. (9:1-27) First Century Practice: the Apostle Paul set Aside Personal Rights for
Loftier Goals
(9:1-4) Financia support in the ministry --
Spiritual ministers deserve to be adequately supported but also have the freedom to
refrain from demanding such rights

(9:15-18) Preaching without pay --
Sometimes gospel ministry involves yielding ore’ s right to financial support --
Four considerations of the Apostle Paul regarding preaching the gospel without
demanding his right to financial support

(9:19-23) Identifying with the lost for the sake of the gospd --
The goal of winning souls drives us to restrict our freedom in ways that would serve
othersin love rather than offend them

(9:24-27) Two motivations for disciplined Christian living --
The value of the eternal prize and the danger of disqualification motivate disciplined
Chrigtian living in the warfare against sin



3. (10:1-11:1) Further Particulars: Christian Liberty does not Extend to

Association with Idolatry
(10:1-13) OT Example from Isradl in the wilderness -- Take heed lest you fal -- Persevere to the
end--

Inclusionin spiritual privilege no guarantee of participation in spiritual salvation

(10:14-22) Don’'t mess with false religions --
Members of the one body of Christ can have no association with idolatry (false religion)

(10:23-11:1) Situational ethics-- When can | eat meat offered to idols? --
The exercise of Christian liberty must be governed by loving sensitivity and appropriate
response to the specific situation

4. (11:2-34) Free-spirited Prohibitions: Correcting Abuses Where Proper

Decorum Needs to be Maintained

(12:2-16) Correcting abuses regarding the veiling of women -- The woman is the glory of man --
Women must appropriately acknowledge the authority (headship) of men (by wearing the
symbolic cloth head covering) and avoid denials of their God-appointed feminine role

(11:17-34) Correcting abuses regarding the Lord’ s Supper --
The proper practice of the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper:
- promotes the unity of the body
- proclaims the significance of the crucifixion
- protects against divine discipline

D. (12:1-14:40) CONCERNING THE PROPER EXERCI SE OF
SPIRITUAL GIFTSIN THE CHURCH

(could be considered as correcting athird abuse -- continuing the thread from chapter 11; but it
seems prominent enough to break out in its own section)

1. (12:.1-31) Thediversity of spiritual gifts working together in the church
(12:1-11) Understanding spiritual gifts --
The variety of expression of genuine spiritual gifts will consistently exalt Jesus Christ
and build up His body

(12:12-31) Onebody of Christ . . . many diverse members. . . al significant and essential --
The healthy functioning of the local church (the expression of the body of Christ)
depends on every member fulfilling their God-appointed role

2. (13:1-13) The supremacy of love -- its permanence and vaue
Spiritual ministry must flow through the channel of love

3. (14:1-40) The proper regulation of spiritual gifts
(14:1-26) Considerations regarding prophesying and speaking in tongues in the church--
Gifts that edify the church (such as prophecy) must take priority over the gift of tongues



(14:26-40) Orderly church services --
The orderly pattern for worship leadership in the church involves multiple gifted men
promoting the goal of edification

1. (15:1-58) ARGUING FOR THE NECESSITY OF THE
RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD --
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST REINFORCESTHE FINAL

TRIUMPH OF THE SAINTSWHICH MOTIVATES
PERSEVERANCE IN FAITHFUL SERVICE

Core Doctrine: Paul’ sresponse to two mocking questions regarding the resurrection of the
physical bodies of believers

A. (151-15:19) THE RESURRECTION: FACT VSFUTILITY

1. (15:1-11) The Fact of the Resurrection --

The core of the gospel message -- The historical fact of the resurrection established --
The faithful proclamation of the gospel -- Focused in the death and especially the
historically attested resurrectionof the person of Jesus Christ -- accomplishes salvation
by the grace of God

2. (15:12-19) The Futility Apart from the Resurrection --

If no bodily resurrection of thedead . . .
6 futile ramifications of no bodily resurrection of the dead

B. (15:20-15:34) THE RESURRECTION: VICTORY VSFUTILITY

1. (15:20-28) The First Fruits Guarantee the Full Harvest --
Victory in Jesus --
The resurrection of Jesus Christ guarantees ultimate triumph

2. (15:29-34) The Futility Apart from the Resurrection --

Doctrine matters -- No resurrection . . . no Christian motivation --
Denia of the resurrection would kill all motivation for Christian baptism, spiritual
service and holy living

C. (15:35-15:58) THE RESURRECTION: BELIEVABLE AND
GLORIOUS

1. (15:35-49) The Future Resurrection Body Explained --

Characteristics of the resurrection body --
Understanding our future resurrection body -- Two areas of analogy and two areas of
contrast



2. (15:50-58) The Fina Victory over Mortality --
Transformation of the body equips all believersfor glory

(16:1-24) CONCLUSION: GIVING AND LOVING SHOULD
CONTINUE TO BIND THE BELIEVERSTOGETHER

(16:1-4) Fina instruction: Love collection for the saintsin Jerusalem -- Consistent giving should
be the pattern

(16:5-12) Final itinerary issues. Potentia personal visits to Corinth -- Managing expectations
(16:13-18) Final exhortations: Taking care of business -- Combination of strength and love

(16:19-24) Fina greetings and farewell



TEXT: 1Corinthians 1; 1-3

TITLE: SALUTATION: APOSTOLIC INSTRUCTION FOR THE SAINTS

BIG IDEA:

GOD’SCALLED SAINTSNEED TO HEED THE MESSAGE FROM GOD’S
CALLED APOSTLE

BACKGROUND TO THE EPISTLE:

I. :1) THEDIVINE CALLING OF THE AUTHOR -- DIVINE APOSTOLIC
AUTHORITY LENDS CLOUT TO PAUL’SINSTRUCTION TO THE SAINTS
A. Author = Apostle Paul

“Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God”

1. Hisldentification
a. Paul’s pre-Christian Roots
- Upbringing
- Persecution of the church
b. Paul’s Conversion on Road to Damascus
c. Paul’s Connection with the Church at Corinth

2. His Apostolic Calling

a. Concept of a“Calling”
- Implies Divine Initiative and Determination
- How does this relate to our spiritual giftedness and role in the
church?
- How did thisrelate to Paul’ s tent- making role on different
occasions?

b. Apostolic Functionand Credentials
- Basic Mission of Apostle
- Foundational in the building of the church
- Nature of Apostolic Authority
- Credentials of Apostle

c. Representative of the Head of the Church = “of Jesus Christ”

d. Divine Initiative and Determination
“by the will of God”

Mare: Here he refers to it [his apostleship] because his authority has been challenged
(cf. 1 Cor 1:12 and 9:1-27).

B. Companion— Accompanied/Assisted by Brother Sosthenes — Family Intimacy Also
Lends Clout to These Instructions to the Saints
“and Sosthenes our brother”



Principle: Differing roles of authority in the church do not compromise equality of
brotherhood in terms of personal relationships in the church of Jesus Christ.

Principle: Paul’s ministry is always portrayed as part of a larger team effort, not asa
one man crusade.

Probably the same individual identified in Acts 18:17 as ruler of the synagogue at
Corinth during Paul’s first visit there. Thus you would have two former Jewish leaders,
former opponents of the church of Jesus Christ, who are not united as brothers in their
concern for the saints at Corinth. (see Zondervan Pict. Ency of the Bible)

Lenski: In associating himself with this brother Paul conveys the idea that the voice of
apostolic authority here unites with the voice of brotherly solicitude and that each is
represented in a person who is known to the Corinthians.

[I. :2) THE DIVINE CALLING OF THE RECIPIENTS—HOLINESS
SHOULD CHARACTERIZE THE CHURCH OF GOD BECAUSE OF THEIR
INTIMATE CONNECTION TO THEIR LORD JESUS CHRIST

A. Application to the Local Church at Corinth
“To the church of God which is at Corinth”

- the church belongsto God . . . not to the Apostle Paul
- Significance of membership in local church
- Context of situation in Corinth

B. Identified as Saints
1. Historical misuse of this term by Roman Catholic Church

MacArthur: A saint, astheterm is used in the New Testament, is not a specialy pious
or self-sacrificing Christian who has been canonized by an ecclesiastical council.

2. Sanctified by Virtue of Our Union with Jesus Christ
“to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus”
Perf passive participle

Grosheide: God has sanctified them. He has liberated them from the unclean world and

has put them in a relationship to Himself whereby they might have intercourse with
Him (Jn. 17:19; 1 Thess. 5:23).

3. Saintsby Calling (and by Nature)
“saints by calling” (same root word)

C. Application to the Universal Church
1. Extendsto All Believers Without Exception
“with all”



Ethnic Background -- Gentile vs Jew
Gender -- Maevs Female

Age-- Young vsOld

Socia Class-- Rich vs Poor

Not limited by Time — back then or today

2. Not Limited by Physical Location (John 4:24)
“who in every place’

3. Common Faith = Distinguishing Characteristic of Believers
“call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”

- Background from earliest times— concept of Progressive Revelation
Gen. 426
- Background from days of Abraham
Gen. 12:8; 13:4; 21:33
- Background from Psalms of David
Ps. 116:4
- Characteristic of Believersin Church Age
Romans 10
- Characteristic of Believersin the day of the Lord
Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21

What do we call on Jesus for?
For Salvation, Deliverance, Provision, Guidance, Protection . . .

Connection to Prayer — the lifeline for believers
Significance of “the name” = the character
- need to get to know Jesus Christ better so we can better call on \
His name

Hodge: To call upon the name of any oneis to invoke his aid.

4. Common Allegiance
“their Lord and ours”

[Alternative trandation would connect these genitives to “their place of worship and
ours’]

Cannot have a possessive or exclusivistic approach as if our particular local church or
denomination has some specia claim on the Lord

How can people take a stand against “Lordship salvation” and claim that calling on the
name of Jesus bears no connection to a willingness to own Him as our Lord and God?



Call to Holiness and conformity to the divine will and character runs throughout the
epistle.

[11. (:3) THE CALLING FOR DIVINE PROVISION OF SPIRITUAL
RESOURCES-- GRACE AND PEACE SUM UP THE UNIVERSAL NEED OF
SAINTS
A. Two Essential Provisions

1. “Grace”

2. “Peace”

Morris: It is not smply the absence of strife, but the presence of positive blessings. Itis
the prosperity of the whole man, especially his spiritual prosperity.

B. Two Reliable Providers
1. “from God our Father” — our inclusion in the family of God

2. "and the Lord Jesus Christ” — our allegiance to the head of the Church

Hodge: These infinite blessings suppose an infinite source; and as they are sought no
less from Christ than from God the Father, Christ must be a divine person.

*hkk ok kkokk kK
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What do we view to be our unique calling in promoting the kingdom of God?

2) How can believers with as many problems and conflicts as the Corinthian believers
be viewed as saints? Does this diminish the import of that term?

3) Inwhat ways do we actively call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ? In what
ways does this short passage support the deity of Jesus Christ?

4) Do we dlide right over that familiar call for “Grace and Peace” or do werest in the
sufficiency of those divine provisions?

* k k k k k k k k%

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

MacArthur : Sometimes, however, it isimportant to establish one’s right to speak
authoritatively on a subject. A person, for instance, who has no medical degree or
training or experience would never get a hearing at a conference on medicine. A
person’s credentials give some indication as to whether or not what he has to say should



be taken seriously. Paul did not mention his apostleship in order to gain honor as an
individual but to gain respect as ateacher of God’'s Word. He was not an apostle by his
own appointment, or even by the church’s appointment, but by God’ s appointment — by
the will of God. At the outset he wanted to establish that what he had to say was said
with God’s own authority. Since his message was so corrective, this was of great
necessity.

Hodge: The companions of the apostles, whom he associated with himself in his
salutations to the churches, are not thereby placed in the position of equality of office
and authority with the apostle. On the contrary, they are uniformly distinguished in
these respects fro the writer of the epistles. . . Very probably Sosthenes was the
amanuensis of Paul in thisinstance, and Timothy in others.

Lenski: In these greetings the term caris or grace takes the place of the secular cairelv,
“that yeregjoice,” and denotes the undeserved favor Del asit isin God' s heart together
with all the gifts of that favor, especialy such as pertain to the personsinvolved. Thus
“gracetoyou” means. May God and the Lord give you an abundance of his undeserved
gifts!

And eireneis the Hebrew shalom, the German Heil, and denotes the condition that
results when God is our friend, and all is well with us. The objective condition of
“peace” is aways the fundamental thing which, of course, also has accompanying it the
subjective feding of peace, namely rest, satisfaction, and happinessin the heart. The
condition is constant and essential, the feeling may or may not always be present.

Leake: 3 Components of Letter (9/10/06)
[. (:1) TheWriter — 4 Things About the Author
A. Name = Paul — not disputed as the author
B. Title = Apostle of Jesus Christ
One sent out on behalf of another person to speak for them; commissioned and
gifted by Chrigt;
Strict Qualifications:
- personal eyewitness of resurrected Christ
- teach with the authority of Christ
- perform genuine miracles
- Preach the gospel and establish the church
- Foundational — so very rare; not present in church today — Eph 2:19-20
Greatness = in whom you represent; not in yourself
C. Appointment — not voted in; didn’t pursue it (cf. Gal. 1)
D. His Companion = Sosthenes —
Corinthians knew for sure which brother this was; not a co-author; traveling
companion of Paul

[1. (:2) The Recipients— 3 Basic Descriptions
Background: City of Corinth

- Where was it

- What was it like?



- commercial port
- political importance
- religious importance
- Aphrodite = goddess of love and beauty
- Where and When written? On Paul’ s third missionary journey about 55 AD
- Why Written?
- Chlo€' s people gave areport (1:11); correct and re-orient them
- answering various questions church had raised — starting in 7:1
A. They werealocal Church
- What is a church? — “called out” group; “assembly”
Acts 20:28 — owned by God; purchased with His own blood; cannot be owned or
manipulated by the rich
B. Sanctified in Christ Jesus / Saints by Calling
“setting apart” something for God — Perfect Passive Participle —they didn’t set
themselves apart; happened in the past with abiding results for the present
Positiona or Initial Sanctification (vs. Progressive Sanctification)
Based on this, how should they now act?
A Holiness that is not achieved but received as a gift of grace;
Located in Christ
All believersare saints—6:1; 16:1
You don't get to be a saint by your behavior — these believers were worldly and
immoral; yet Paul called them to live up to their Definitional description of saints;
All believers have a divine vocation = saints
C. Part of the Universal Church
We are connected to all believers; not intended as a circular letter; you're just one dot
on the map; get in step with what God is doing throughout the world
We don’t want to be just an “independent church” but be knit together with other like-
minded churches
Importance of local church membership — no such thing as just attendees
Is Jesus your Lord and Master = key to whether or not you are really a Christian

1. (:3) Greeting

A. Gracetoyou

Wishing God's help to you; wants them to rely on Him

B. Peace

Not just the absence of war; inward prosperity;

Father and Son linked together — distinct, yet one

Note: “Christ” used 4 times in these 3 short verses — everything we have comes from
our relationship to Christ



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1: 4-9

TITLE: THANKSGIVING: WE CAN COUNT ON GOD’ SGRACE BECAUSE GOD IS
FAITHFUL

BIG IDEA:
THANKSGIVING ISROOTED IN GOD’'SFAITHFULNESS AND FOCUSES
ON THE GIFTSOF GOD’S GRACE IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

[THREE EXPRESSIONS OF PAUL’STHANKSGIVING FOR THE
CORINTHIAN BELIEVERS -
ALL ROOTED IN THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD]

INTRODUCTION:

Thankfulness for God's grace — in our own life and in the life of our fellow believers —
should be the constant refrain on our lips. The Apostle Paul reminds these conflicted
Corinthian saints of the blessings of God' s grace (past, present and future) in
association with the Lord Jesus Christ. Our assurance of continued participation in this
privileged family relationship is based not on our own performance but on the
faithfulness of God — the one who sovereignly and effectively called us into fellowship
with His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

I. (4) FIRST EXPRESSION OF PAUL’S THANKSGIVING:
APPRECIATING PAST RECEPTION OF THE GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE —
GIVEN IN CHRIST JESUS

A. Looking Upwards -- Consistent Emphasis on Thanksgiving

“I thank my God always’

Paul starts off almost every letter with this customary tone of thanksgiving. No
one can perform this function of giving thanks for us. We are personally responsible to
offer up thanksgiving on a continual basisto our God. Thistone is not conditioned on
our external circumstances but on the greatness and goodness of our gracious God.

B. Looking Outwards -- Conflicted Corinthians Still the Object of Thanksgiving
“concerning you”
Paul has much to say to them in the way of correction. But their genuine
reception of the gospel and union with Jesus Christ makes them first and foremost
objects of thanksgiving and participants in mutual fellowship.

C. Looking Inwards — Critical Spiritual Resource
“for the grace of God”
All of the fruit of changed lives flows from God' s grace operating in our heart.

Herries: Grace is divine favor given by God to His children In 1 Cor. Paul speaks of
grace as a power given by God to the believer that enables him to live the Christian life.

Bill Gothard: Grace is a dynamic power or desire given by God to help you do things



His way.

D. Looking Backwardsto Their Conversion

“which was given you”

No place for pride; no allowance for division; no personal merit or reliance on
one’s abilities or achievements

E. Focusing on Christ

“in Christ Jesus”

Every spiritua blessing we enjoy flows to us in association with Christ Jesus.
He is both the Gift and the Giver. Heisour Savior and our very life that we now share.

[I. (:57A) SECOND EXPRESSION OF PAUL’'STHANKSGIVING:
APPLYING PRESENT SUFFICIENT RESOURCES OF THE GIFTS OF GOD’S
GRACE-HAVING BEEN ENRICHED IN CHRIST JESUS
A. Overall Spiritual Enrichment in Association with Christ

“that in everything you were enriched in Him”

You lack nothing that you need for spiritual success and fellowship

Herries: One of the problems of the Christian lifeis an Inferiority Complex -- thisis
caused by one thing only = Comparison

B. Two Specific Areas of Spiritual Enrichment
1. In All Speech
Just as Christ came into this world as the pre-existent Word (logos) and
fully revealed God, believers can both evangelize and edify with the various gifts of
utterance in communicating spiritual truth

2. In All Knowledge
Believers are not looking for some new esoteric knowledge that would
only puff up, but need to be reminded of the heart of the gospel message regarding our
union with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. This experiential knowledge
that focuses on our relationship with Christ is mocked as foolishness by the Greeks, but
is sufficient for our spiritual growth and vitality.

C. Changed Lives Confirm the Validity of the Gospel Proclamation
“even as the testimony concer ning Christ was confirmed in you”

D. Application to Sphere of Spiritual Gifts— Assurance of Sufficiency

“so that you are not lacking in any gift”

Therefore, the Corinthians should not feel inadequate and be susceptible to
grasping after other so-called impressive gifts that have nothing to do with their
enrichment and edification associated with their conversion to Christianity.



[11. (:7B-8) THIRD EXPRESSION OF PAUL'STHANKSGIVING:
ANTICIPATING FUTURE REVELATION OF JESUSCHRIST —

THE CHANNEL OF GOD’S GRACE AND THE GOAL OF OUR CHARACTER
TRANSFORMATION

A. Keep Your Eyes on the Goal
“awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ”

B. Keep Your Confidence in Ultimate Christlikeness
“who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ”

V. (:99) ANCHORING ONE’S CONFIDENCE IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS -
UNITED WITH JESUS CHRIST
A. Our Guarantee of Perseverance in the Faith

“God isfaithful”

B. Our Family Fellowship
“through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son”

C. Our Lord and Savior
“Jesus Christ our Lord”

*hkk ok kkokk kK
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Does our approach to God and our intercession for other believers reflect a
consistent tone of thanksgiving?

2) Do we suffer from an inferiority complex or are we fully assured that God’ s grace
has enriched usin al the ways sufficient for usto live in fellowship with His Son?

3) Do we have an eager anticipation for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ?

4) Are we confident in the faithfulness of God to confirm us unto the end and
ultimately transform us into the likeness of His Son?

* k k k k k k k k%

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Lenski: Paul loves to begin his letters to congregations with a statement of his gratitude
for their spiritual well-being. Thisis an entirely natural way of beginning aletter and
resembles many of our letters to friends when we hear that they are doing well. The
introduction to the present letter is certainly marked with praise. But the passives show



that thisis praise for what God has wrought and not for anything the Corinthians have
done. Thisfact is quite significant for an understanding of the body of the letter, which
has much to criticize in regard to the Corinthians.

Hodge: When we remember on the one hand how great is our guilt, and on the other,
how great is our danger from without and from within, we feel that nothing but the
righteousness of Christ and the power of God can secure our being preserved and
presented blameless in the day of the Lord Jesus.

MacArthur: We are saved because God wanted us saved, and we stay saved because
God does not change His mind about that desire. We had no part in God's origina
desire to call us, and we can do nothing to changeit. If He caled us when we were lost
and wretched, He surely will not cease to be faithful to that call now that we have come
into fellowship with His Son. The work koinonia (fellowship) also means partnership,
oneness. We are secured to glory by being one with God' s beloved Son. We entered
the kingdom by grace and we will be kept in the kingdom by grace.

Piper: Do you see the connection between the call of God and the faithfulness of God?
The point of the connection is this: if God has called you, then his faithfulness obliges
him to keep you -- to keep you persevering in faith. (Samein 1 Thess. 5:23f.) But why?
Why is the faithfulness of God at stake in the perseverance of those whom he has
caled?

If the call of God isjust an invitation to come and enjoy the fellowship of his Son, then
God's faithfulness doesn't oblige him to keep us there if we try to leave. No, the reason
hisfaithfulnessis at stake in our perseverance -- the reason he is committed to keeping
usin the faith -- is because his cal is the outworking of his choice that we should be
brought to glory. "Those whom he predestined he called and those whom he called he
justified, and those whom he justified he glorified" (Romans 8:29-30).

What is at stake in our perseverance is God's purpose of election (Romans 9:11). That's
why his faithfulnessis at stake. If God has chosen us for himself (Eph. 1:4), if he has
destined us for glory (1 Cor. 2:7), then his faithfulness commits him to keep us in the
faith. For outside the faith there is no fellowship with God and no glory.

Stedman: The word for "enriched” is the word from which we get our word "plutocrat.”
They were rendered plutocrats, spiritually. They had a wealth of enrichment, and Paul
points out that it was in two particular areas, in the word and in knowledge. The word
for "speech” here is redly the word logos, the word of God. Thisis his first admission
to them -- that they were recognized, avid Bible students. They understood the Bible.
They did not have the New Testament as we have it -- it was not written yet -- but they
had among them New Testament prophets who were preaching and teaching the same
truth that we have in the New Testament. Therefore, they had all the truthavailable to
them that is available to us. They were knowledgeable in it, Paul says... Yet...

They were suffering divisions because they had lost sight of the Lordship of Jesus.



They were immoral because they had forgottenthat the members of their bodies
were the members of Christ.

They were in lawsuits with one another because they had failed to see that Jesus was
judge of the innermost motives of the heart.

They were quarreling because they had forgotten that others were members of
Christ's body and, therefore, they were members one of another.

All that the apostle does to heal the hurts at Corinth isto call them back to an awareness
of fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jeffries: [despite the failures of the Corinthian believers, Paul recognized that] he or she
remains a"work in progress." God will continue the transforming process in the lives
of al those who have been called by Him to be saints, even when our stubborn
disobedience -- the old Fundamentalists called it "back-diding" -- seemsto be
"undoing" Hiswork of grace. Why was Paul till thankful for this heretical, stubborn,
ungrateful, materidistic, rebellious group of weak Christians? Because he knew that
the work God had begun in each of them would not be abandoned by their heavenly
Father.

Goins: Verse 7 begins by affirming the tremendous spiritual potential that God had
given the Corinthian Christians. Later in the letter Paul is going to devote three whole
chapters to the understanding of spiritual gifts and their place in the life of the church,
because the Corinthian Christians lacked proportion and balance in estimating and
using these gifts. It was the most exciting, dynamic, gift-filled church you can imagine,
but it was a church out of control. But here in this early thanksgiving section, | am
convinced that he is rgoicing that they are not lacking in any gift. He is trying to
encourage them with the realization that God has held back no resource that would help
them to do his work and to be his church in the city of Corinth. . .

Knowing how our story ends means we can live in the present with confidence. Paul
wanted to assure his Corinthian brothers and sisters in Christ, right from the

beginning of the letter, that their future was as secure as the promises of God. We can
be guilty of akind of spiritual hand-wringing, acting as if we're engaged in alost cause
at times. We can act as if some of the spiritual reversalsin our lives are permanent. But
our hope is based on the activity of God, and that allows us to believe that whatever our
circumstances, we truly are born to eternal life.

Leake: Protection Against | dentity Theft:

Introduction: Christians must be aert to a certain form of identity theft. Satanis
against us and wants to steal our identity in Christ. He tries to convince Christians they
are not truly who God has said we are — casting doubts in our minds about who God
sayswe are. We must anchor our identity in divine revelation. Who are we? Let God
our Creator answer that question.

Review from vv 1-3.

Our identity is not tied in with the world. We are a called out assembly. We are
connected to Christ. We are saints.



Paul’s Opening Thanksgiving (:4-9) - till part of the Introduction to the letter
Background: How the church at Corinth got started — 2" missionary journey; cf.
Macedonia Cal; Acts 18:1-11; 18 month ministry there in Corinth starting in about 50
AD;
Strength and continuity of Paul’s prayer life — “always”
God' s grace and the work in Christ that God is doing here saturates this section;
Don't get overbalanced in dwelling too much on the failures of the Corinthians; God
was at work here; Paul trying to build the church up; not just blasting them; reminding
them that there is power for godly change;
7I1DENTIFYING TRUTHSFOR ALL CHRISTIANS:
I. (:4) Identifying Truth #1 — We were Given Grace by God
Grace that comes from God; they received it; salvation grace emphasis here;
Favor with God which we don’t deserve;
only given in Christ Jesus = the location= our identity = united to Christ; we are only
branches in the vine
Corinthians struggled withself-sufficiency and pride and boasting = why they needed
this emphasis on grace and Christ; Christ = our address = where we live
1. (:5) Identifying Truth #2 -- WeWere Enriched by God
God'sriches at Christ’s expense
God has plenty of riches to bestow on whom He wants
Rom. 11:33; Phil. 4:19
In every category of life; in every way — specifically brings out 2 areas
- Speech — teaching, preaching, prophecy, tongues, evangelism, exhortation —
the speaking forth of the truth; outward expression
- Knowledge — broader than a specific spiritua gift of knowledge; every kind of
insight and understanding; inward conviction
They did not always use their knowledge and speech in the proper way; not always with
love,
[11. (:6) ldentifying Truth #3 -- We Were Confirmed
A little harder to understand
A testimony that Paul had borne about Jesus Christ among them = the gospel about
Christ; seen to be true; substantiated; confirmed
Confirmed in two ways:
- their changed lives = walking in the same way Christ walks
- existence of spiritual gifts among them — all of the evidence of Christ at work
in them; al spiritual ministry among them; spiritual dynamic at work
IV. (:7A) ldentifying Truth #4 -- We Were Given Sufficiency
“Gifts’ — refers to broader reference than just spiritua gifts
Cf. Ephes 1.3
Don't keep asking God for what He has already given us
Our problem is not lack of resources, but weakness of faith;
Speaking of our collective sufficiency — not lone ranger sufficiency;
Our church has been fully equipped to do what God wants to do through us.
V. (:7B) ldentifying Truth #5 -- We All As Christians Await Jesus
Present Tense — continual attitude of expectation
Participle connected to main verb = “Enriched” with God's grace with the result that we



should have alonging to see Him and give Him thanks; earnestness, eagerness — not
just passively waiting; Our citizenship isin heaven;

Anticipating full salvation including the redemption of our bodies;

Unsaved person only has God's wrath in his future — 1 Thess 1:10; 1 Cor. 16:22; Rev.
22:20-21; Our focus should be on the coming of Christ

How much do | really want to see Christ?

(cf. illustration of little dog freaking out over his desire to chase squirrels. . .)

We have a Certain Hope — Titus 2:11-13; Heb 9:28; 1 Pet. 1:13 — you can’'t wait for
something if you are not confident it is going to happen; this doctrine of bodily second
coming of Christ is essentia for orthodoxy

V1. (:8) Identifying Truth #6 -- We Will Be Preserved to the End

God the Father is the one Preserving us;

Same word “confirm” used above; thisis a confirmation in the future — unto the end;
Doctrine of the Perseverance of the saints; doesn’t mean that believers won’t have
struggles; cf. Peter whom the Lord prayed for regarding his faith; Christ interceding for
us (Rom. 8);

God will sustain my faith in Christ — Matt. 24:13; he who enduresto theend ...; 1 Cor.
15:2; some people have only a superficial type of faith

Heb. 10:38 — those who shrink back to destruction — Rev. 321; John 17:11; 1 Pet. 1:5;
Jude 24; 1 Thess 3:11-13; God is preserving us

That day of the Lord is coming — not Satan’s day; not our day; not man’'s day;

Amos 5:18-20 — crushing of God’ s enemies = religious hypocrites in this context;

1 Thess5—asathief in the night

Rom. 2:5 — His righteous judgments will be revealed; but we will be preserved
blameless

VII. (:9) ldentifying Truth #7 -- We Have Fellowship With Jesus

“Faithful” = certain to do all that He has said He will do;

Our Rock; we are saved because God wants us saved; He continues to ensure that
savation;

Deut. 7:9 — the Faithful God; 2 Tim. 2:12-13; God can’t deny who He is; can’t break
His promises — He has chosen to be faithful; 1 Thess 5:24; Rom. 3:3; God will complete
the job He began in us

“fellowship” = the whole common life we share with Christ — commonality,
partnership, communion — we pray together, worship together, witness, learn, minister
together, etc.

Gal. 2:9; 2 Cor. 6:14-15 — we can’'t have fellowship with unbelievers

Conclusion:

These identifying characteristics should have an impact on how we live



TEXT: 1Corinthians 1:10-17

TITLE: PROBLEM OF DIVISONS LOYALTY TO CHRIST CEMENTSA CHURCH
TOGETHER

BIG IDEA:

CHURCHESNEED TO BE UNIFIED AROUND THE SIMPLICITY AND
POWER OF THE GOSPEL MESSAGE (THE CROSS OF CHRIST) RATHER
THAN LOYALTY TO ONE PARTICULAR PREACHER

INTRODUCTION:

Divisions in the church undermine our testimony and replace submission to
Christ with prideful agendas. The ministry gifts have been given to the church for the
glorification of Christ — not for the formation of preacher fan clubs. The temptation is
to divert our dependence upon our invisible Lord to some visible impressive figure.
But we al need to focus our attention on the substance of the gospel message —
especially on the cross of Christ which is the power of God unto salvation to everyone
who believes. Too often churches strive for unity by trying to galvanize loyalty around
the leadership of one strong leader personality instead of focusing dependence upon the
true Head of the Church. Our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified for all of the elect to
bring us spiritual life and gift al of us al with the privilege of mutual ministry that can
bring great glory to God. We need strong preachers and dynamic leadership — but that
leadership must always be channeling our devotion and dependence to Christin a
unified focus. That is why the proper functioning of the plurality of eldersis such an
essential cornerstone to the health and vitality of the local church.

. (:10) UNITY IN CHRIST ISTHE GOAL FOR HISCHURCH
A. Appea to Church Unity (viewed as Family Unity)

“Now | exhort you, brethren”

Making an urgent appeal to them as a family member

B. Authority for Church Unity = the Head of the Body
“by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”

C. Affirmation of Church Unity — Requires a certain mindset
1. Positive: Stay on the Same Page
“that you all agree”

Goins: Thefirst positive appeal is that they agree, or literaly, that they all speak the
same thing. This term is an idiom from classical Greek. It was aways used to describe
political parties or communities that were free from factions; all agreed onwhat the
party platform was, and there was no competition. We commonly hear the same kind of
language today from Democrats and Republicans who call for party unity, because
disunity undermines their effectiveness. So Paul is calling the Corinthian Christians to
make up their differences and let go of their party slogans.



MacArthur : For alocal church to be spiritually healthy, harmonious, and effective,
there must, above all, be doctrinal unity. The teaching of the church should not be a
smorgasbord from which members can pick and choose. Nor should there be various
groups, each with its own distinctives and |leaders.

2. Negative: Avoid Choosing Up Sides
“and that there be no divisions among you”

3. Positive: Exercise Common Discernment
“but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same
judgment.”

MacArthur: The basic ideais that of putting back together something that was broken or
separated so it is no longer divided. The term is used in both the NT and in classical

Gr. to speak of mending such things as nets, broken bones or utensils, torn garments,
and dislocated joints. Cf. Ro 16:17; Php 1:27.

[1. (:11-13) UNITYISCOMPROMISED BY FOCUSING LOYALTY ON A
PARTICULAR PREACHER RATHER THAN ON CHRIST
A. (:11) Report of Divisionsin the Church at Corinth
“For | have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe' s people, that
there are quarrels among you.”

B. (:12) Repetition of Misdirected Allegiance
1. Widespread Problem

“Now | mean this, that each one of you is saying,”

Points out to us today the natural human tendency of all of usto want to
align our dependence with some visible, appealing figure. This was not some isolated
problem affecting just pockets of people in the church. Everyone was at fault regarding
thisissue (or at least it was widespread enough that Paul was not just singling out some
isolated groups).

2. Loyalty to Paul
““I am of Paul,’”
This must have been especially distasteful to the Apostle Paul who found
that his preaching of Christ had not produced the desired affect of dependence upon
Christ.

3. Loyalty to Apollos
“and ‘1 of Apollos,””

4. Loyalty to Cephas
“and ‘| of Cephas,’



5. False Spirituality
“and ‘I of Christ.””

This problem presupposes that the believers at Corinth were exposed to large doses of
ministry from multiple preachers.

Goins: The fourth party named was the Christ party. These were the purists, those who
sounded the most spiritual. It was probably the worst of the four parties. There was a
self-righteous smugness about these folks. They basically said, "We don't need human
leaders at al. Jesus is the head of the body, and well just listen to him. We're not going
to listen to Paul or Apollos or Peter." This group would have been religiously
intimidating in the life of that fellowship, claiming superiority in Bible study and

prayer and worship. These were folks you would have heard saying, "The Lord spoke to
me on this matter...." They were spiritual €litists who were unwilling to submit
themselves even to the apostolic authority that Jesus Christ had defined and put in place
for the church. They were just as divisive as the other three groups.

Another Option:
Jeffries: There may or may not have been a"Christ” faction at Corinth.
"There was absolutely no punctuation in Greek manuscripts and no space whatever
between words. [ 1 Corinthians 1:12 ] may well not describe a party at all. It may
be the comment of Paul himself. Perhaps we ought to punctuate like this: ‘1 am of
Paul; I am of Apollos; | am of Cephas -- but | belong to Christ!” 1t may well be that
thisis Paul’s own comment on the whole wretched situation. "If that is not so and this
does describe a party, they must have been asmall and rigid sect who claimed that they
were the only true Christians in Corinth. Their real fault was not in saying that they
belonged to Christ, but in acting asif Christ belonged to them. 1t may well describe a
little, intolerant, self-righteous group.”

- William Barclay: The Letters to the Corinthians

But Morris says the Greek structure makes this aternative interpretation unlikely.

C. (:13) Response to the Problem Focuses on Centrality of Jesus Christ
1. Unity of Christ — Proper Focus on the Person of Jesus Christ
“Has Christ been divided?

2. Crossof Christ — Proper Focus on the Substitutionary Atonement of Christ
“Paul was not crucified for you, was he?”

3. Baptism in the Name of Christ — Proper Focus on the Meaning of the
Symbolism of the Sacraments of the Church Commanded by Christ
“Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?’

Sad that this area of baptism has developed into one of the most divisive areas in
the church.



1. (:14-17) UNITY ISPROMOTED BY FOCUSING ON THE CENTRAL
MISSION OF THE CHURCH = THE PROCLAMATION OF THE TRUTH OF
THE GOSPEL IN ALL OF ITSSIMPLICITY AND POWER
A. (:14-16) The Central Mission Is Not: Trying to Compete For Disciples
“I thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no
one would say you were baptized in my name. Now | did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized any
other.”

B. (:17) The Centra Mission Is. the Proclamation of the Gospel = the Cross of Christ
1. The Apostolic Priority = Preaching the Gospel
“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel”
The church can so easily be diverted from its fundamental mission

This section is not to minimize the proper importance of baptism. Paul is not saying
that the believers did not need to be baptized — only that he did not need to be the one
administering it.

Ryrie: Though Paul did baptize some, it is clear from this statement that he did not
consider baptism necessary for salvation.

2. The Apostolic Methodology = The Foolishness of Preaching — Simplicity of
Spiritual Wisdom
“not in cleverness of speech”
Contrast this with present day marketing emphasis in evangelicalism;
The wisdom of the world accomplishes nothing for the sake of Christ.

3. The Power of the Cross
“so that the cross of Christ would not be made void”
Tragic when believers do not apply the message of the gospel with its
freedom from the bondage of sin to their own everyday lives; adivided churchisa
weak and powerless church

Hodge: During the apostolic age, and in the apostolic form of religion, truth stood
immeasurably above external rites. The apostasy of the church consisted in making
rites more important than truth.

* k k k k k k x k%
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) Are Christians called in this passage to agree on everything? What is the sphere of

agreement that isin view? (I like the famous quote: “If two people think exactly alike
on everything . . . then one of them isn’t thinking!”)



2) What has been the cause of church quarrels and divisions that you have witnessed in
your experience? How could the different sides have moved towards agreement in
Christ? Does this passage have anything to say in favor or against the existence of
specific denominations?

3) How can Paul say that Christ did not send himto baptize . . . when that was clearly
part of the Great Commission?

4) What examples do we see today of preachersrelying on cleverness of speech rather
than on the simplicity and power of the message of the cross?

* k k k k k k k k%

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: Now, church unity is a very important matter, and, because of its significance,
Paul puts it first in the list of problems he has to deal with here at Corinth. Many of the
other problems were flowing out of this division within the congregation. Here in Verse
10 he briefly shows us the ground of unity, and the nature of unity in a church. The
ground, of course, is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. "I appeal to you," he says, "by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." Their relationship to Christ was the unifying factor
of the church. There is no other name big enough, great enough, glorious enough, and
powerful enough to gather everybody together, despite the diversity of viewpoint and
the differencesof background or status in life, than the name of Jesus. That is why the
apostle appeals to it. He recognizes that we share a common life if we have come to
Christ; we are brothers and sisters because we have his life in us. He is the ground,
always, of unity. And more than that, we have aresponsibility to obey him, to follow
his Lordship. Therefore, the only basis upon which you can get Christians to agree is by
setting before them the Person of the Lord Jesus, and calling them back to that
fundamental base. This iswhat Paul does here. . .

But yet the apostle says they are to be of the same mind. Now, how could that be? |
think the letter to the Philippians helps us here, because in that passage | just quoted
from, Paul goes on to say, "Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus" {cf,
Phil 2:5}. He then goes on to describe for us the mind of Christ, which is awillingness
to give up rights and personal privileges and give inand take a lower place. . .

There were, first of dl, the loyalists who said, "We are of Paul. He started this church.
We cameto lifein Christ by Paul, and Paul is the one we're going to listen to above al
others." So undoubtedly there was a big group that followed Paul.

Then there were the stylists, those who were attracted by the different kinds of
preaching, and they had especially been drawn to Apollos. From the book of Actswe
learn that Apollos was anoutstanding orator in aworld that loved and appreciated
oratory. He was arhetorician who was especially capable in the allegorical style of
teaching of the Old Testament. | am sure there were many in Corinth who were saying,



"Oh, | love to hear Apollos! He's a great preacher, a warm, capable, e oquent man, who
can make the Old Testament come aive!"

Then there were the traditionalists (there aways are), those that say, "Well, | don't
know about Paul or Apollos. Let's get back to the beginnings. Let's go back to
Jerusalem. We are of Peter.” (Peter, evidently, had been through Corinth and had
preached there.) So they said, "When Peter came, we really felt that we were on solid
ground. After al, he was one of the first apostles that Jesus himself called.” So they
were splitting and arguing and quarreling over the relative merit and authority of
these various teachers.

There was still a fourth group, and in some ways | think they were probably the worst.
They were drawing themselves up and saying, "Well, you may be of Paul or of Peter or
of Apollos, but we are of Christ! We go back to the Lord alone. What he says well
listen to, not Paul or Peter or anyone else -- it makes no difference to us." With that
spirit of self-righteous smugness, they were separating from the rest, dividing up the
congregation and quarreling with one another over these things. . .

The first thing Paul saysis that it tends to chop up Christ and parcel him out as though
his person and his work came in various packages, thus you lose perspective of the
whole of Christiantheology. When you follow one man you are getting a view of

Christ, but there is no teacher in the church who has ever come along -- including the
Apostle Paul himself -- who has ever had atotally complete view of Christ. That is why
we have four gospels, because not even one of the disciples who was with the Lord was
capable of giving us a complete enough view of Christ. It took four viewpoints to report
his earthly life and ministry accurately enough to us. God, therefore, has designed that
there be many teachers, many preachers, many viewpoints, in a church. In the body of
Christ at large there are many who can make a contribution to the understanding of
Christ. If you limit yourself to one speaker or one teacher and feed only on him, you are
getting a distorted view of Jesus Christ; you are chopping Christ up, dividing him and
taking one little portion as one manreports it and ignoring the rest, thus your view of
Christ is deficient and unable to satisfy you as it was intended to do.

Now, the second thing Paul saysis, "Was Paul crucified for you?' There he indicates
that the problem with cliquishness is that it tends to overemphasi ze the significance of
the human leader. It builds him up too much; it makes him arival, to some degree, of
the Lord himself. People begin to think things about him that are not true, and expect
things from him that he is unable to deliver. Youonly have to listen around you today
and you find outstanding leaders being held up by their congregations as ailmost the
equal of the Lord himself in their value to the church. We tend to deify men, and people
look at them asif they can do no wrong, can made no errors, that they know everything
and can settle all questions. | have had to do some degree of battle with this myself. |
have had people say to me, "Oh, Mr. Stedman, when you speak | see so clearly! | hang
on everyword you say. Whatever you say, | believe." (1 have been trying for along
time to get my wife to accept that!) But that is a very dangerous attitude, and yet we
tend to think of people as being the channel by which deliverance can come to our



heart.

Piper: The burden of the message this morning concerns the goal of Christian
unity and its relationship to the cross. The text is 1 Corinthiars 1:10-17.
What | would like to do is 1) describe the nature of the disunity that Paul

is dealing with here; then 2) examine how he undermines the basis of that
disunity and attempits to build a foundation for unity; and 3) look at the

goal of unity and see what the nature of it is. ..

So evidently what is happening in the church at Corinth is that the people
were beginning to polarize behind their favorite teacher. They isolated
particular qualifications or strengths of their favorite teacher and began to
brag about them. They elevated these characteristics to the point where
they derived some sense of superiority from claiming this particular
teacher astheir own. . .

And the other effect that this truth should have on usisto remind us that
our Sin is so great that we needed to be saved by nothing less than the
horrid execution of the Son of God, and so did our teachers! To boast in
aman, to puff him up and to puff ourselves up on his coattail, means that
we have forgotten the dreadful condition we are all in without a crucified
Savior. The cross breaks the back of all boasting. And so the cross
undermines the deepest basis of disunity and lays a new foundation for

unity. . .

In other words, it's no big deal who baptizes you. The issue is, what name
was solemnly and prayerfully pronounced over you as you were baptized.
Did you identify with Christ at that moment or did you identify with a
preacher? Y ou contradict the meaning of your baptism when you brag
about the man who put you under the water. He is nothing compared to
Christ. And not only that, but the very meaning of baptism was death to
self and life to God! What a travesty then to make baptism a means of
asserting that old self of pride and boasting!

The way Paul attacked this problem was to teach Christian doctrine --
Christian truths -- and to apply them to the Corinthian situation. Namely,

-- Christ is not divided; heis one.

-- Believers possess al things in him, not just the little distinctives of their
favorite teacher.

-- No teacher was not crucified for you; Christ was.

-- You were not baptized into a preacher's name; you were baptized into
Christ's name.



-- True teachers of the gospel don't try to win converts or party members
by preaching with self-enhancing flourishes of eloguence; they dieto
themselves in preaching Christ crucified.

-- God is the one who produces all spiritual fruit and should get the glory
for the results, not man.

MacArthur: It is not that believers are to be carbon copies of each other. God has made
usindividual and unique. But we are to be of the same opinion in regard to Christian
doctrine, standards, and basic life-style. The apostles themselves were different from
one another in personality, temperament, ability, and gifts; but they were of onemind in
doctrine and church policy. When differences of understanding and interpretation
arose, the first order of business was to reconcile those differences. Ego had no place,
only the will of God. . .

The inevitable result of such party spirit is contentions, quarrels, wrangling, and
disputes— a divided church. It is natural to have special affection for the person who
led usto Chrigt, for a pastor who has fed us from the Word for many years, for a
capable Sunday school teacher, or for an elder or deacon who has counseled and
consoled us. But such affection becomes misguided and carnal when it is allowed to
segregate us from others in the church or to decrease our loyalty to the other leaders. It
then becomes a self-centered, self-willed exclusiveness that is the antithesis of unity.

Spirituality produces humility and unity; carnality produces pride and division.
The only cure for quarreling and division is renewed spirituality.

Morris: Some at least of the Corinthians were setting too high avalue on human
wisdom and human eloquence in line with the typical Greek admiration for rhetoric and
philosophical studies. In the face of this Paul insists that preaching with wisdom of
words was no part of hiscommission That kind of preaching would draw men to the
preacher. It would nullify the cross of Christ. The faithful preaching of the cross
results in men ceasing t put their trust in any human device, and relying rather on God's
work | Christ. A reliance on rhetoric would cause men to trust in men, the very
antithesis of what the preaching of the cross is meant to effect.

L enski: The combination of human wisdom with the gospel makes the gospel itself of
none effect, kenos, “empty,” without inner reality or substance. The gospel would not
only lose some quality or some part of itself; it would evaporate entirely and leave only
a hollow show of gospel terms and phrases. Instead of saying that the gospel would be
made void and empty, Paul writes “the cross of Christ,” because thisis the very heart of
the gospel. If the crossis cancelled or lost, the entire gospel is gone. On the cross
Christ died for our sins, and thisisin brief what “the cross’ signifies: atonement for sin
and guilt, reconciliation with God, forgiveness and peace blood-bought. Everything
else contained in the gospel radiates from this vital center. If this center is blotted out,
all the rays emanating from it are dissipated in everlasting night.



Leake: 4 Strategiesto Deal With Disunity
Introduction: 1:10-4:21 — section dealing with sin of Disunity = one of the main
weapons Satan uses to derail the local church; sin rooted in spiritual pride
Context: Remember our common bond in Christ from 1:9
[. (:10) Exhort Unity —3 Exhortations for the brethren (family context):
A. All Agree = “say the same thing”

Get on the same side; emphasize common identity in Christ
B. No Divisions = a pulling away, ripping, tearing between people

Not physically separated, but cliques, sharp disagreements; not theological in
nature but identifying with different elite leaders; personality groupings, not supported
or promoted by the leaders themselves, but by the flock; Greeks valued skill in oratory;
Corinthians gave that too much weight
C. Be Made Complete = mend, fix, bring back together

Genuine unity, not organizational conformity; allows for diversity of giftedness;
Philippians 2 type of unity;
Application: No group in the local church should form around one leader or ethnic
group; Each person responsible to take initiative to cross through diversity

1. (:11-12) Expose Disunity (when it comes); 4 Sets of People
A. Paul Group — founder and original builder of church at Corinth
Quiets his cheering sectionfirst; very wise to address this group the hardest
B. Apollos— powerful speaker; attractive personality
C. Cephag/Peter — a more weighty apostle
D. Christ Characters — some were actually saying this; Paul does not commend them;
essentially they were putting down al the other groups; acting pridefully like the others;
might have been claiming no need for spiritual teachers

Transition: Disunity cannot be ignored; must be dealt with strongly;
Difficult letter for the church to receive

[11. (:13-16) Expel Errors —3 Simple Questions
A. Has Christ been divided?
Gets at the heart of the matter; only one body of Christ;
The error of carna divisions expelled by the unity of Christ
Matt. 12:25; Teaching doctrine does not divide . . . it actually unifies
B. Paul was not crucified for you was he?
Allegiance cannot be to Paul; there is only one Mediator
C. You were not baptized in the name of Paul were you?
Launches him into discussion of baptism; what better shows your allegiance?
(Not a defense verse for infant baptism; Question: Can a non elder perform baptism?)

V. (:17) ExpressPriorities— transition verse to next section
Baptism = Secondary to the Preaching of the Gospdl;

Y ou were saved before you hit the waters of baptism

Gal. 6:14 — boast only in the cross;



Preach the Word that focuses on Chrigt;
A United Church brings a United Witness and a United Praise to Christ



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25
TITLE: THE WORD OF THE CROSS -- TRUE POWER AND WISDOM

BIG IDEA:
ONLY THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED IMPACTSMANWITH THE
POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD

INTRODUCTION:

Man pridefully asserts his own supposed strength and exalts his own worldly wisdom.
He tries to formulate a religion where he can call the shots and approach God on his
own terms. He imagines that he can control his own destiny and he relies on
sophisticated rhetoric to conceal the lack of substance in his philosophic
argumentations. But the message of the cross — the simple historical truth of Christ
crucified —is the only message that can deliver sinful man from hislost condition of
alienation from a Holy God. The unsaved will continue to mock at the humiliation of
the cross as symbolizing only weakness and foolishness. But to those who believe the
message of Christ crucified speaks of the power and wisdom of God.

I. (:18) THE RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED
DIVIDESALL MEN INTO TWO OPPOSING CAMPS
A. Same Message = Christ Crucified

“For the word of the cross”

B. Two Opposing Responses — Only 2 Groups of People in the World
1. Those Who are Perishing Mock the Message
“is foolishness to those who are perishing”

2. Those Who are Being Saved Experience the Power of God
“but to those who are being saved it is the power of God”

Note Pres. Tense — ongoing process, pathway that these 2 groups are on

[1. (:19-21) GOD STANDS OPPOSED TO THE WISDOM OF MEN

A. (:19) God Will Ultimately Destroy Human Wisdom — Prophecy from Isaiah
“For it iswritten, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And the cleverness of the clever | will set aside.’”

B. (:20A) Human Wisdom Cannot Refute the Wisdom of God
“Where is the wise man?
Whereisthe scribe?
Whereisthe debater of this age?”

MacArthur: Paul paraphrased Is 19:12 where the prophet was referring to the wise men
of Egypt who promised, but never produced wisdom. Human wisdom aways proves to



be unreliable and impermanent (cf. v. 17; Pr 14:12; Is 29:14; Jer 8:9; Ro 1:18-23).

C. (:20B) God Has Exposed the Foolishness of Human Wisdom
“Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?’

1. (:21-25) ONLY THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED ISTHE
POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION
A. (:21) Only the Mocked Message of the Cross Can Bring Salvation
1. Method Ordained by the Wisdom of God
“For since in the wisdom of God”

2. Failed Method of Human Wisdom
“the world through its wisdom did not come to know God”

3. Method Pleasing to God = The Mocked Message of the Cross
“God was well -pleased through the foolishness of the message preached
to save those who believe”

B. (:22-24) Christ Crucified Is the Power of God and Wisdom of God — Despite What
Mockers Might Say
1. (:22) The World Seeks Different Solutions
a. Jews Seek Power in Signs
“For indeed Jews ask for signs”

b. Gentiles Seek Wisdom in Powerful Oratory and Argumentation
“and Greeks search for wisdom”

MacArthur : Gentiles wanted proof by means of human reason, through ideas they could
st forth, discuss, and debate. Like the Athenian philosophers, they were not sincere,
with no interest in divine truth, but merely wanting to argue intellectual novelty (Ac
17:21).

2. (:238) We Preach Christ Crucified— There is only one solution
“but we preach Christ crucified”

3. (:23b) The World Mocks the Message of the Cross
a. Mocked by the Jews
“to Jewsa stumbling block”

b. Mocked by the Gentiles
“and to Gentiles foolishness”

4. (:24) The Elect Experience Christ as Both the Power and Wisdom of God
“but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God”



C. (:25) The Mocked Message of the Cross Far Exceeds Any HumanWisdom and
Power
1. The Wisdom of God — mocked as Foolishness
“Because the foolishness of God iswiser than men,”

2. The Power of God — mocked as Weakness
“and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

* k k k k k k * x %

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Why do preachers lose confidence in the effectiveness of preaching the gospel
message and resort to other tactics to try to win people to Jesus Christ?

2) How isthis passage an encouragement to witness to other regardiess of their
response?

3) How have we experienced Christ to be the power and wisdom of God in our own
lives?

4) What are the implications on our philosophy of education?

* k k k k k k k k%

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: But the cross was particularly needed in Corinth, asit is needed in our
American churches, because the word of the cross is the cure for al human division. . .

First, the word of the crossisfolly to those who are perishing. The word "folly" here
literally means "silly." It is silliness, absurdity, nonsense, to those who are perishing. If
you have ever tried to witness to somebody who has a sense of sufficiency about
himself, who feels that he is a self-made man -- and he worships his creator -- you have
discovered the folly of the cross. To come and tell such aman that all his efforts and all
his impressive record of achievement is worth nothing in God's sight, that it does not
make him one degree more acceptable, that it is nothing but wasted effort, youwill
immediately run into the offense of the cross. He will call that doctrine silly, absurd:

"Y ou meanto tell me that all this impressive array of human knowledge and wisdom
that has been accumulated for centuries, with all the great achievements of mankind in
the realm of relief of human misery and the technological advances of our day, that al
that is absolutely worthless? Nonsense!” That is what they said in the 1st century and
that is what they say today. . .

How much should we trust the wisdom of men? How much reliance should we put



upon the ability of men to solve their own problems in whatever realm or dimension of
life we care to investigate? (This is a particularly helpful passage to students at school.)

Scripture says there is something faulted about human wisdom -- it does not know how
to usetruth. All truth discovered through human knowledge is misused, abused,
twisted, distorted, and, therefore, we end up worse off than we were before. Now, |
think this needs to be said today in a university community such as we have right here.
It needs to be especialy emphasized because so many Christians begin to worship
human wisdom and to feel that secular writers know more about some of these matters
applying to the use of knowledge than Christians do. And there is no questionthat many
secular writers do know a great deal more about the discovery of truth than do many
Christians. But what we must clearly understand, and what this great passage will help
us understand, is that when it comes to the application of truth, secular minds are
juvenile, for the most part. They are twisted; they do not know what to do with their
knowledge, and so are alot of Christians who follow aong these same paths and who
have not approached the use of truth fromthe revelation and the wisdom of the Word of
God.

Zeider: The Corinth of Paul's day, as we have already seen, was afiercely competitive,
immoral, high-energy place. The church which had been established in Corinth,
unfortunately, began to take on many of the negative characteristics that were true of
the culture around. That is so often the case with many churches today: they don't look
or act very different than the society in which they are planted. The Corinthian
Christians, as a result, were often competitive, immoral, and sensually- minded. Paul's
corrective letter to the church at Corinth therefore is very valuable for Christians today.

What produces the divergence, the break in the road that sends people on different
ways, is the preaching of the message of the cross, the message of God's love for
mankind in Christ, the dastardliness of sin, the certainty of death and judgment, and
then, miraculously and mercifully, God's substitution of himself to atone for our
wickedness. That is the "word of the cross," and that iswhat produces the responses
Paul has outlined: eternal death or eternd life. . .

The problem with the wisdom of the world, as verse 21 so clearly declares, isthat it
does not lead to a knowledge of God. It does not have power to direct one who is
perishing from the path leading to desth to the path that leads to righteousness and life.
And the reason it fails to do so is that it ignores God, the source of al life, wisdom and
truth. No matter how knowledgeable are the sages and opinion makers, faillure to deal
with the source of al knowledge is arecipe for failure.

Goins: This phrase, "the word of the cross," means a couple of thingsin the New
Testament. First, it refers to the historical fact of the crucifixion of Jesus. That event
teaches us that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, died a death wherein the penalty of our sin
was placed on him, making it possible for salvation to be extended to those who believe
in him. But in our passage, "the word of the cross' suggests the judgment the cross
makes on human efforts to be righteous and wise. Paul will later refer to this as



the offense of the cross. The cross is offensive because our highest aspirations, our
tremendous human potential, our best motivations, our human wisdom, our good
intentions, all pale in comparison to the beautiful life of sinless perfection of Jesus
Christ. Christ was the wisest man who ever lived. Y et he was placed under the
judgment of God and suffered a horrible, shameful death. And that is judgment on
every one of us, from the brightest and best to the dullest and worst. As Christians we
can never forget the judgment of the cross on our loyalty to human leaders, our pride,
our false wisdom. The cross has to be a powerfully controlling image for the life and
health of the Christian community. We al stand on level ground at the foot of the cross.

In verse 19 Paul quotes Isaiah 29:14 to prove that this contrast between choosing to
trust God and choosing to trust human wisdom is nothing new. Indeed, human centered
wisdom will be overthrown by God, it's aways the way he works. God is never
dependent on human ingenuity. The historical context for Isaiah 29 is the time when
Judah was under siege by the Assyrian armies under Sennacherib. King Hezekiah called
in the political and military leaders to discuss the crisis. Humanwisdom said that the
only way the nation was going to survive was to enter into a mutual defense

treaty with the pagan superpower to the south, Egypt. Hezekiah listened to the
counsalors. The problem with that strategy was that it left God, their defender and
protector, out of the picture. The people of the nation were not wholehearted in their
confidence in godly wisdom, either, and so they too trusted the advice of the military-
political alliance.

Isaiah 29:14 was God's response through the prophet Isaiah to this political- military
brain trust and to the people who believed in it: He would deliver the nation on his own
terms without any help from the so-called intellectuals. Second Kings 17 tells us that
God did exactly what he said he would do. He needed no human help. He set aside the
cleverness of the wise. Paul illustrates the word of the cross with this story from the
history of the Hebrew people of how God works, especialy in terms of human
redemption.

Leake: THE HIDDEN GREATNESS OF THE CROSS -

THE WISDOM OF THE CROSSISANTITHETICAL TO WORLDLY
WISDOM

Introduction: Dangers of secular education; but not opposed to education; tension
between true and false wisdom

Context: Section dealing with factions in the church at Corinth;

Verse 17 istransitiona and hits on two main points developed in next sections:
- Preaching of the Cross is incompatible with human wisdom (1:18 — 2:16)
- (3:1 ff) Role of Church Leaders

Examine a number of Upside-Down statements:

. WISE SPEECH VOIDSTHE CROSS (:17B)
Forms of word “wisdom” used 16 times in chapters 1-2;
How can the cross be voided? = to make empty, to deprive of substance, not



accomplish anything — refers both to content and style;
We must keep the message of the cross clear, and pure and ssmple

[I. A FOOLISH CROSSDELIVERS MANKIND (:18)
The power isin the gospel message — not in the preacher

[11. A GOD WHO ACTIVELY OPPOSES THE WISE (:19-20)

God has aways been opposed to human wisdom;

Def. of Philosophy: “A blind man in a dark room looking for a black cat that is not
there.”

Unbelievers accuse us of being narrow- minded; but they are certainly not open to the
truth

God has made foolish all the wisdom of this world — Why? So he gets al the glory.

IV. THE EDUCATED NEVER LEARN (:21A)

The world and its wisdom is controlled by forces of evil (Eph. 2:2);

The limits of their understanding and the folly of their system = they are educated but
left ignorant about what is really important;

Unable to teach any subject from the correct foundation of the fear and knowledge of
God,

All of their accomplishments will perish — like sand castles that will be wiped out by the
waves of God's wréth;

God has designed to trap men in their pride and knowledge and lock them into
destruction even while they are boasting;

God has made human wisdom useless and worthless — Rom. 1:22; man isjudicialy
blinded by God

Education is not our Messiah

V. GOD ISPLEASED TO BLESS A FOOLISH MESSAGE (:21B)

Not a sophisticated message, but smple, direct and clear;

Authoritative announcement to the world that there is salvation only in Christ;
Believing = hearing + understanding + accepting as true + personally trusting and
casting oneself on the mercy of God

VI. GOD PROCLAIMS A MESSAGE HE KNOWS PEOPLE DON'T WANT TO
HEAR (:22-23)

They will think that it is foolishness — but preach it anyway;

Don’t adapt or change the message;

- Jews demand a sign — great sign = resurrection and still they don’t believe; God is
under no obligation to cater to the doubts of man;

Cf. signs of an apostle performed by Paul as well

- Greeks diligently search after wisdom

- Why was this message so offensive? A stone in the way; an insult to the Jews; did not
want to think that their Deliverer hung on the shameful cross; offensive because that’s
what God thinks of our lives and our sin — Gal. 3:13 — made a curse for us,

God will rgect man if he clingsto hissin



Where' s the preaching of the cross today? Cf. message of accommodation
The Crossisaradical thing — Where is the pain and the shame of the cross?

VIl. A REJECTED MAN ISTHE POWER AND WISDOM OF GOD (:24)

So there is no reason to change the message;

Who are “the called”? = “believers” in v. 21; = “us who are being saved” in v.18; God
does the calling and saving; we do the believing; Not the same as God' s genera call to
all mankind to repent and believe the gospd; thisis His effectual calling;

He chooses some; He does not choose al; Very ssmple —why do people have an issue
with it??

Only the cross brings true wisdom and power — works for whoever believes

VIII. A WEAK AND FOOLISH GOD ISGREATER THAN MAN (:25)

The worst that God could be imagined to be is way better than the best man could ever
be

Rom. 11:33-34; Rev. 7:12

Y ou can mock God's wisdom all you want; it still beats you

(#X and X in next lesson)

Boyer: To the Jews who want a“sign” (i.e., ademonstration, a proof of power) the
crossis astumbling block, an offense. A crucified Messiah is amark of weakness, not
of power. To the Greeks, who want wisdom and philosophy (i.e. something sensible,
something rational), the cross is foolishness. It doesn’'t make senseg, it is stupid. Itis
like offering to a university group today some executed criminal as savior of the world.
But to us, who are called from among both Jews and Gentiles, the crucified Christ is
both. Heisthe power of God and the wisdom of God; wisdom because this message
makes sense, and power because it works.

Gromacki: Paul did not honor their requests (1:23). The connective “but” shows the
contrast. He preached; he did not perform sign miracles for the Jews in the synagogue,
nor did he discuss rationa proofs with the Greeks. Hs message contained what men
needed, not what they wanted. He preached “Christ crucified.” The double reaction to
the message was similar, yet different. The Jews regarded it as a “stumbling block”
(literally, a“scandal,” skandalon) because they thought that the Messiah would bring
political victory and live forever (Matt. 27:42; John 12:34). The same word is used for
“trap” or “snare” in the papyri. The Gentiles regarded the message as foolishness.
They viewed a crucified criminal — which Christ was under Roman law — as morally
offensive and as an evidence of physical weakness. How could the blood of such a
person remove sin, give righteousness, and guarantee hope beyond the grave? To them,
it was absurd.



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 1; 26-31
TITLE: DIVINE ELECTION LEAVES NO ROOM FOR MAN'SPRIDE

BIG IDEA:
THE DIVINE INITIATIVE IN ELECTION NULLIFIESMAN’'S PRIDE SO
THAT GOD GETSALL THE CREDIT

INTRODUCTION:

How does the world evaluate people? On the basis of intelligence, strength, power,
economic standing, accomplishment, etc. None of these matter when it comes to
salvation. In fact they tend to be a hindrance rather than a help because man needs to
come to grips with his spiritual bankruptcy before he can embrace the free gift of
salvation offered by God's grace. The Corinthians had been aligning themselves with
various preachers based on their personalities and styles. The Apostle Paul exposes the
foolishness of these prideful distinctions by showing that the ground is level at the foot
of the cross and there is no room for any boasting in man.

Goins: What Paul is saying to these peopleis, "Y ou know what sort of people you were
when God called you out of sinful darkness into the light of salvation. Y ou know that
he didn't accept you as his child because you were brilliant or wealthy or powerful,
because most of you weren't at all. And those of you whose lives were defined that way
were saved in spite of those positions, not because of them. If anything, they were
obstacles between you and God's grace." The redlity is that position and wealth and
influence really can be hindrances, keeping people from the sense of need that leads to
savation.

I. (:26-29) THE DIVINE INITIATIVE IN ELECTION TURNS UPSIDE DOWN
THE SCALE OF HUMAN MEASUREMENT —SO THAT MAN GETSNO
CREDIT FOR SALVATION
A. (:26-28) Whom Did God Choose?
1. (:26) God's Election Not Based on Man’s Scale of Measurement
a. Cal to Reflection
“For consider your calling, brethren,”

Boyer: In this section Paul shows that the gospel is foolish when judged on the basis of
the type of people who receiveit.

b. Count By Category
1) Not Many Wise
“ that there were not many wise according to the flesh,”

2) Not Many Strong
“not many mighty,”



3) Not Many Significant
“not many noble.”

2. (:27-28) God' s Election Turns Things Upside Down
a. Nullifying Human Wisdom
“but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the
wise,”

Morris: “put to shame’, i.e. by the contrast between the estimate the wise form of
themselves and that which God’ s choice reveals.

b. Nullifying Human Strength
“and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the
things which are strong”

c¢. Nullifying Human Significance
“and the base things of the world and the despised God has
chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things
that are”

Morris: Katargeo, bring to nought, is not easy to trandate. It occurs twenty-seven
times in the New Testament and is trandated in seventeen different waysin AV. . .
Basically it means something like “to render idle” or “inoperative’, and al its usages
derive from this. Here the meaning is that the things which are not render completely
ineffective the things that are.

B. (:29) Why Did He Choose in That Way?
“so that no man may boast before God.”

1. (:30-31) THE DIVINE INITIATIVE IN ELECTION HIGHLIGHTSTHE
ALL-SUFFICIENT WORK OF GOD - SO THAT GOD GETSALL THE
CREDIT FOR SALVATION
A. (:30) How Did God Accomplish Our Salvation?
1. Summary: Salvation is God’'s Work — Not Man’'s
“But by His doing you arein Christ Jesus,”

2. List of God's Spiritual Provisionsin Christ Jesus
a. Wisdom- this has been the focus of this passage
“who became to us wisdom from God,”

S. Lewis Johnson: Due to the construction of the Greek sentence, it is clear that wisdom
is the dominant word, and that the nouns righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption amplify and explain wisdom. Wisdom here, then, is not practical wisdom,
but positional wisdom, God’ s wise plan for our complete salvation. Righteousnessis
forensic, the righteousness given in justification, or that which Paul expounds in Rom



1:1-5:21.
b. Righteousness
c. Sanctification
d. Redemption— emphasis on future glorification

Stedman: Redemption is the restoration to usefulness of something that has been
rendered totally useless. Have you ever pawned anything? | have. You put something in
hock and you get some money (never anywhere near what it is worth) from a
pawnbroker. That object of value is usdless while it isin pawn. It Sits there gathering
dust on the shelf, or in the shop window, absolutely useless until it is redeemed. But
when you go back and pay the redemptionprice, you restore it to usefulness. Now, that
iswhat redemption is al about, and that is what God is doing with us; he is restoring us
to usefulness. We, who in the process of sin have been rendered virtually useless, are
gradually being restored. The day will come when it will be complete, body, soul and
spirit, and God will open up to us an avenue of service such as we have never dreamed
of because at last we have been made useful once more.

B. (:31) Why Did He Save usin That Way? (Jer. 9:23-24 quote)
“so that, just asit iswritten, ‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.””

* k k k k k k k k%

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What type of people arein your local church? Are they largely the dlite of this
world?

2) Inwhat areas do we struggle with pride? How can we rely entirely on God's
resources and realize the futility of our own resources?

3) Have we not only put off boasting in self, but actively replaced that demonstration
of pride with putting on aggressive boasting in the God of our salvation?

4) List asmany privileges as you can come up with from Scripture that are associated
with our position “in Christ Jesus.”

* k% k k k k k x k%
QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: God deliberately chooses the weak and the obscure and uses them in great
power to remind us that it is not status, prestige, bigness or money that makes ministry



for God effective.

| remember in my early Christian life reading of the life and ministry of Dr.
George Washington Carver, the outstanding Negro scientist, who in the early part of
this century was used of God in great ways among the black people of the South. Dr.
Carver, agreat believer and a choice servant of God, said that one day he prayed,
"Lord, teach me the secrets of the universe." He said God said to him, "George, that is
too big a subject for you. | want you to take a peanut, that is more your size, and work
on that." So he began to explore what was in the peanut, and now it is a matter of
record that he found over 325 different uses for it. He revolutionized the technology of
the South. That is why our present President of the United States made his living by
peanuts and the technology that followed the discoveries of George Washington Carver.
God used that ssimple, humble believer to open secrets of the universe that he hid from
everyoneelse. ..

Now, why is God against human boasting? We are all experts at it, but God does not
likeit. Why? Well, surely the reason is not that he is jealous of us; he is not simply
trying to put anyone down. No, the answer is that human boasting is aways based on
anillusion, but God is aredist. Those who boast in themselves or in their abilities are
always thinking they have some power in themselves that will make them succeed, and
God knows that that is alie. They are deceiving themselves; they are living in a fantasy
world.

Therefore, the kindest thing God can do isto find away to puncture that sinful pride,
collapse that platform of prestige, and shatter that illusion of self-sufficiency. That is
what he does, and he does it by using the obscure and the weak and the things that are
regarded oftentimes as foolish. . .

Paul then sets forth for us in another beautiful passage the secret of true wisdom. What
isit? It is the ability to recognize that though you may have little of what the world
thinks it takes, if you have Jesus, and have learned to count on his power moment by
moment, you have the secret of true success. Now, many Christians know that in their
minds, but they do not act on it when the moment for action comes, and, therefore, they
act like anybody else. The whole purpose of the Scripturesisto teach usto wak in a
different way, to live by a different power, and to do so with respect to everything we
do. The simplest tasks are to be done in the power of Christ.

Piper: More than anything else in the world, God hates human pride.
Proverbs 6:16-17 says "There are six things which the Lord hates, seven
which are an abomination to him. . ." and the first one mentioned is

"haughty eyes."

In Psalm 101:5 David speaks for God and says, "The man of haughty
looks and arrogant heart | will not endure.”

Proverbs 16:5, "Every one who is arrogant is an abomination to the



Lord."

Isaiah 2:11, "The haughty looks of man shall be brought low, and the
pride of men shall be humbled; and the Lord alone will be exalted in that
day."

Jeremiah 50:31, "Behold, | am against you, O proud one, saysthe Lord
God of hosts; for your day has come, the time when | will punish you."

Jesus said in Luke 16:15, "What is exalted among men is an abomination
in the sight of God."

And in Acts 12:23 it says that an angel of the Lord struck Herod so that
he was eaten with worms and died because when he received applause
from the people he did not give God the glory but took it for himself.
God hates human pride. And thisis the root problem in the church at
Corinth. Let's take a quick survey of the letters to Corinth to see if thisis
S0, and also to see just what pride is. Ask these two questions as we go:
is pride the root problem at Corinth, and what actually is pride?

1 Cor. 1:29 - "so that no human being might boast in the presence of
God. . ."

1 Cor. 1:31 - "Therefore, asit iswritten, 'Let him who boasts boast in the
Lord."

1 Cor. 3.7 - "So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but
only God who gives the growth."

1 Cor. 3:21 - "So let no one boast of men.”

1 Cor. 4:6 (at the end) - ". . .that none of you may be puffed up in favor
of one against another.” (The end of verse 7 - ) "If then you received it,
why do you boast asif it were not a gift?"

1 Cor. 4:18 - "Some are arrogant as though | were not coming to you."
1 Cor. 5:2 - "And you are arrogant!"

1 Cor. 8:1 - "Knowledge puffs up, love builds up.”

1 Cor. 13:4 - "Loveisnot jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.”

2 Cor. 1:9 - (Hardship comes even up to the brink of death) "but that
was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”



2 Cor. 3:5 - "Not that we are sufficient of ourselvesto claim anything as
coming fromus; our sufficiency isfrom God."

2 Cor. 4:7 - "But we have thistreasure in earthen vessels, to show that
the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us.”

2 Cor. 12:9 - "I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the
power of Christ might rest upon me"

It is not hard to see that the root problem in the church at Corinth is
pride. And it is not hard to see either what that pride is.

-- It isboasting in self and not the Lord.

-- Itistaking credit ourselves for what God aone can do.

-- It isrelying on self and not God.

-- It isfeeling sufficiency in our own strength and not in God's.

-- |t isthe disinclination to admit that we are mere earthen vessels so that
another gets the glory.

-- It is the unwillingness to admit weaknesses that may accent the power
of Christ.

Goins: In 1:1-25 Paul was challenging the Corinthian Christians that behind their
struggle to get along was an overconfidence in human resources and human wisdom. In
this respect, we're really no different from the Corinthians. We live in a place of culture,
wealth, power, and beauty, just like Corinth. We're much too impressed with human
accomplishment. And beneath a veneer of intellectual sophistication, our cultureisin a
state of moral decay. Paul reminded the church in Corinth that unlike the surrounding
Corinthian culture, they were to live on the basis of the wisdom of God rather

than the wisdom of men. These are the two themes that are contrasted throughout the
first four chapters of this letter.

Verse 25 ended with aringing proclamation: "...The weakness of God is stronger than
men." God on hisworst day is far greater than we are on our best days. All the human
resources we can muster are no match for his power and greatness.

Now Paul goes on to prove that God does indeed work through weakness. First, in 1:26-
31 he asks the Corinthians to take a hard look at themselves and remember who they are
and where they've come from as Christians. Then in 2:1-5 he asks them to look at him
and remember what the year and a half was like when he ministered among them. He
points out that they as a people were not very clever or bright, and thet his ministry of



teaching and preaching among them was not very persuasive. So the fact that they're
Christians at al proves that God works through weakness-how else could the church of
Christ in Corinth be explained?. . .

What Paul is saying in these two versesis that God's wisdom is paradoxical. In human
thinking, strength is strength, weakness is weakness, intelligence is intelligence. But in
God's economy some of the things that seem the strongest are the weakest, and some of
the things that seem the weakest are the strongest. Some of the things that seem the
wisest are the most foolish. As| said before, the paradox isn't an accident; God
designed it that way. The most simple, uneducated, untalented, clumsy believer who has
trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior, who faithfully and humbly follows his or her Lord, is
immeasurably wiser than the brilliant Ph.D. who scoffs at the gospel. The ssmple
believer knows forgiveness, love, grace, life, hope, the word of God, and God himself.
That simple believer sees into eternity. The unbelieving Ph.D., on the other hand,
knows nothing beyond his books, his own mind, his own resources, his own experience.
And from God's perspective, he is the one who can't be considered anything but foolish.
The world measures greatness by many standards-intelligence, wealth, prestige,
position, power-things that God has determined to put at the bottom, according to the
apostle Paul. God reveas the greatness of his power by demonstrating that it's the
world's nobodies that are his somebodies. . .

In verses 30-31 Paul states this positive reason why he's chosen folks like us. He
addresses two issues that our culture is obsessed with, identity and self-worth. Verse 30
talks about the identity that is a gift from God in Jesus Christ: "But by His doing you
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption...." What God wants is for us to find our identity
completely in Jesus Christ. In fact, we've been given every resource we need

to live lives of purpose, influence, wholeness, and effectiveness in him. In Ephesians
1:3 the apostle Paul says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly placesin Chrigt...." We can
substitute the word "resources’ for the word "blessings.” Since every believer isin
Jesus Christ, we have al been given resources in the person of Christ. There are four
words that describe the resources that we have in him: wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. Let me expand those for you briefly.

Lowery: For Christ alone personified the wisdom from God (v. 30) and in Him the
Corinthians experienced righteousness, that is, justification (Rom. 4:24-25), holiness,
that is, sanctification (2 Thes. 2:13-15), and redemption, that is, glorification (Rom.
8:23; Eph. 4:30). In the wisdom of God the plan of salvation was accomplished by a
crucified Christ hidden from the wise and learned but revealed to ssimple believers (cf.
Matt. 11:25-26).

MacArthur: We are often tempted to think that it would be wonderful if such-and-such
agreat athlete — or brilliant scientist, popular entertainer, or world leader — would
become a Christian. But Jesus did not think this way when He chose His disciples.
Some were probably well known in their local circles and perhaps a few of them were



well off financially. But He did not choose them for their wealth or influence, and in
His training of them He did not try to capitalize on any such things. None of them had
anything so great that he was not ready to leave it to follow Christ. . .

According to God, the greatest man who ever lived, apart from Jesus Himself, was John
the Baptist. He had no formal education, no training in a trade or profession, no money,
no military rank, no political position, no social pedigree, no prestige, no impressive
appearance or oratory. Yet Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, among those born of
women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist” (Matt. 11:11). This
man fit none of the world’s standards but all of God’'s. And what he became was al to
the credit of God's power.

Leske: THE HIDDEN GREATNESS OF THE CROSS -

THE WISDOM OF THE CROSSISANTITHETICAL TO WORLDLY
WISDOM

(continued from last lesson)

IX. GOD CHOOSESTHE LESSER THINGS, NOT THE GREATER (:26-28)
Look back to the time when you were called into Christianity — the group at Corinth
was not very impressive by the world’s standards — 3 types of people:

- foolish = the average Joe

- weak = not very impressive

- the base (bottom of the barrel) and the despised — like Slaves, prisoners, etc.

God must have had a bad church growth strategy — He picked all the regjects!

How should this impact our evangelism strategy? We spend too much time going after
the wrong groups of people

Beware of the church that makes sports heroes and entertainment stars its spokesmen
Is. 41:11

X. TRUE RELIGION ISNOT ABOUT USBUT ABOUT CHRIST (:29-31)

God will not allow alittle created bit of dust to stand before Him and boast; Ps. 94:2-4;
All of our blessings come to us by our connection to Christ; and it isall God’s work and
not man’s that puts us into connection with Christ;

Cf. Hannah's example of bold boasting in the Lord — 1 Sam. 2

Ps. 5:11; Ps. 34

The humble believer looks at the cross and sees the wisdom and power of God and
boasts in that



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
TITLE: POWERFULLY PREACHING CHRIST

BIG IDEA:

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PREACHING DERIVESFROM ITSFOCUSON
THE CRUCIFIED CHRIST AND ITSDYNAMIC OF THE POWER OF GOD
RATHER THAN FROM THE ELOQUENCE OR PERSONALITY OF THE
PREACHER

INTRODUCTION:

What makes for an effective sermon or for a powerful preacher? What makes one
sermon fall flat while another has tremendous impact in the lives of people? What are
the criteria we should use in evaluating preachers? The Apostle Paul has been
criticizing the Corinthians for placing too much stock in the personality of individual
preachers. He has already stripped aside all reliance upon human wisdom to get to the
core of the fundamental message of the gospel — the cross of Christ. Now he points to
his own example of what constitutes powerful preaching.

I. ((1-2) THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PREACHING DERIVESFROM ITS
FOCUS
A. (:1) Not on Human Wisdom or Eloquence
“And when | came to you, brethren, | did not come with superiority of speech or
of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.”

Hodge: The testimony of God may mean either the testimony which Paul bore
concerning God, or God’s own testimony, i.e. what God had revealed and testified to be
true. “Thetestimony of God” is, in this sense, the gospel, asin 2 Tim. 1, 8. The latter
interpretation best suits the connection, as throughout these chapters Paul contrasts what
reason teaches with what God teaches. He did not appear as a teacher of human
wisdom, but as announcing what God had reveal ed.

Contrast the approach of Madison Avenue advertising via the media
Contrast much of the approach of TV evangelists

B. (:2) But onthe Crucified Christ
“For | determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.”

[I. (:3-4) THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PREACHING DERIVESFROM ITS
DYNAMIC
A. (:3-4a) Not of Human Personality or Charisma or Powerful Oratory
1. Not Humanly Impressive in Charisma of Appearance
“I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling”



2 Possibilities:
- sense of human inadequacy coupled with overwhelming sense of awe in being
used by God; tremendous responsibility on his shoulders
- inner fears, some form of human frailty referred to el sewhere as his thorn in
the flesh, etc.
In either case Paul needed divine encouragement and faith in the power of God and the
enabling work of the Holy Spirit to carry out his mission to the Gentiles

Hodge: here the whole context shows he refers to his state of mind. It was not in the
consciousness of strength, self-confident and self-relying, that he appeared among
them, but as oppressed with a sense of his weakness and insufficiency. He had a work
to do which he felt to be entirely above his powers.

2. Not Humanly Impressive in Sophistication of Utterance
“and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of
wisdom”

B. (:4b) But of Divine Power and the Working of the Holy Spirit
1. Spirit Energized
“but in demonstration of the Spirit”

2. Power Packed
“and of power”

Robertson: The demonstration is that which is wrought by God' s power, especialy His
power to save man and give a new direction to hislife. Asitisal from God, why make
a party-hero of the human instrument?

[11. (:5) THE GOAL OF PREACHING SHOULD BE TO ESTABLISH THE
PROPER FOUNDATION FOR VITAL FAITH
The proper focus and dynamic are critical in establishing this proper foundation for
fath.
A. Not aFoundation of Human Wisdom

“so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men”

B. But aFoundation of Divine Power
“but on the power of God.”

Gromacki: Paul was not after superficial decisions; rather, he desired genuine, God-
produced experiences in the lives of his listeners.

* k k k k k k *x *x %

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:



1) Why are people attracted to different preachers? What criteria do people use to
evaluate preachers?

2) What makes for a Christ focused message? Must every sermon contain explicit
testimony to the essentials of the gospel message — including the significance of the
crucifixion of Christ?

3) Do we tend to be more impressed by the style of the preacher or the content of the
message and its impact in terms of changing our heart and conforming our will to the
will of God?

4) What types of emotional manipulation can tend to yield superficial decisions rather
than genuine faith commitments to the message of the gospel?

* k k k k k k k k%

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: In the book of Acts we are told that after he had been in Corinth for afew
months the Lord Jesus appeared to him in avision and strengthened him and said to
him, "Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent, ... and no man shall attack

you to harm you," {cf. Acts 18:9-10}. That is arevelation of why Paul was afraid. He
was afraid he was going to be beaten up as he had been in other cities. He was afraid
because of personal pride. He was afraid of being branded as areligious fanatic. He did
not like those fedings, nevertheless he faithfully began to talk about what God had said
in Jesus Christ.

Soon there was a second visible result. Paul callsit the "demonstration of the Spirit and
[of] power." AsPaul in this great sense of weakness told the facts and the story out of
the simple earnestness of his heart, God's spirit began to work and people started
coming to Christ. Y ou read the account in Acts. First, the rulers of the synagogue turned
to Christ, and then hundreds of the common, ordinary, plain, vanilla people of Corinth
began to become Christians. Soon there was a great spiritual awakening, and before the
city of Corinth knew what had happened, a church had been planted in its midst and a
ferment was running throughout the city.

Piper: We know from Paul's letters that he was a profound thinker and that he
could use language powerfully. But the point he is making here is that he

did not preach the gospel with the hope of appealing to the worldly,
unspiritual admiration of those things. He did not want people to respond
because of his oratory or hisintellect. . .

Now what does al this have to do with the cross of Christ? That Paul is
trembling and fearful, that he is weak and unimpressive, that he avoids
flourishes of oratory and intellectual ostentation -- what's all that got to do
with the cross?. . .



| think what it means is that whatever else he knew, whatever else he
spoke about, and whatever else he did, he would know it and say it and
do it in relation to Christ crucified. This brings us back to where we
started. He will not let the cross become a historical relic. He puts it at the
center of his everyday work and relationships.

Jeffries: So, then, Paul has made his case for the vital importance of the pure essence of
the gospel — the cross of Christ -- being preached. But three critical elements in the
proclaiming of and the receiving of the Good News must come together in order for the
message to be manifested in the power of God:

a the message of the gospel - the cross of Christ;

b. the faithful proclamation of the unadulterated gospel by those called by God to
do so; and

C. theanointing power of the Holy Spirit.

Goins: First of al, Paul said he was not trusting in sophisticated rhetorical devices.
Paul's teaching and preaching while he was in Corinth were not patterned after the
styles of communication that the Corinthians loved so much, "superiority of speech”
and "wisdom." The New International Version trandates the phrase "eloquence and
superior wisdom." C. K. Barrett writes: "The two nouns are close together in meaning,
for 'eloquence’ literally means ‘rational talk." And 'superior wisdom' literally means
‘worldly cleverness.' They represent the outward and inward means by which men
may commend a case, effectiveness of language, and skill of argumentation." Paul
refused to give the people what they wanted in terms of communication style.

Second, in the first clause of verse 2, he refused to show off his theological knowledge,
philosophize, or psychologize. He didn't encumber the message with Paul Tillich
vocabulary. He himself was a gifted rabbi, one of the greatest minds of his age. He
probably knew four or five languages. And yet he refused to compete with the articulate
philosophers of Corinth or show off his credentials. . .

Third, in the beginning clause of verse 4, Paul didn't try to persuade with a powerful,
compelling delivery. Paul's plain way of speaking was not compelling. In 2 Corinthians
10 Paul admits that he wasn't a very impressive public speaker. | thought of the way
modern-day athletes say, "Show me what you've got!" If the itinerant philosophers and
teachers of Corinth had said to Paul, "Show us what you've got!" he would have said, "l
don't have much, actually. | choose not to compete withyou." They depended on their
powers of persuasion to gain followers. But Paul says, "I am not a salesman. | will not
use emotional manipulation or theatrics. | am an ambassador. | proclaim truth."

Proclaiming the cross by the power of the Spirit

In the second half of verse 1 Paul tells us the first of the four things he did do among
them. He uses two important words: "proclaiming” and "testimony." Proclaiming was a



simple announcement of fact, not the modern usage in which proclamation is a big,
showy thing. And the word "testimony" takes us into the courtroom. It's a clear
summary of the facts. When he chose to proclaim atestimony of the gospel of God, he
was just making an objective statement of what was true as he taught the word.

The second thing he says he did, in verse 2, is center exclusively on the person and
work of Jesus Christ. "For | determined to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified." Remember the concern he expressed earlier in 1:17,18 that
the message not be diluted: "For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross of Christ should not be made void.
For the word of the crossis to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God." Paul's message was the all-sufficiency of

Jesus Christ the divine Savior and his accomplished work of the cross. "Christ plus
nothing" was Paul's consistent message in all of his preaching, teaching, and writing.

The third positive statement is in verse 3. This is wonderful, gutsy, amazing
transparency for somebody in public leadership: "And | was with you in weakness and
in fear and in much trembling." What Paul is doing is summarizing the feelings that he
struggled with when he first arrived in Corinth. He had known about the reputation of
the city before he got there: how intellectual it was, how depraved the culture was, how
licentious the lifestyle. He had just come from a disappointing time in Athens. Earlier
he had been driven out of Thessalonica and beaten in Philippi. He was tired and

fearful and lonely. Even after a period of immediate fruitful ministry, with some people
coming to faith in Christ, the book of Actstells us that Paul was still very discouraged. .

Finally, Paul describes that result in verse 4: "And my message and my preaching
were...[a] demonstration of the Spirit and of power...." Paul understood that he had to
depend on the Holy Spirit for results, not his own skills or sensitivities. In spite of
Paul's weakness and fear and trembling, he shared the message of the power of the
cross, the gospel. The Holy Spirit took that message, delivered in weakness and
humility, and began to change lives. Paul was not the persuader. That was the work of
the Holy Spirit. Paul was the proclaimer of what was true. It was straightforward and
simple: He just told the truth and trusted God for resullts.

Faith in God's power

Paul explainsin verse 5 why hedid it thisway: "....That your faith should not rest on
the wisdom of men, but on the power of God." Paul is saying, "I didn't come to you
Corinthians with humanwisdom, because | knew that if | came that way, that's what
you would trust, and that's useless. Y ou would invite me into your heart as Savior
instead of Jesus. | came to you in my own weakness, but in God's power. And what
happened? Y ou trusted God's power, and it changed your life."

Gromacki: Before he had preached his first message in Corinth, Paul had determined
that his content would be asimple, clear, and frank presentation of both the person of
Christ, including His deity, humanity, and messiahship (“save Jesus Christ”), and His



redemptive work, involving the death and resurrection (“and Him crucified”). To do
this, Paul “reasoned” (dielegeto, Acts 18:4), “persuaded” (epeithen, Acts 18:4), and
“testified” (diamartyromenos, Acts 18:5). Thiswas no mere statement of facts; his
message conveyed spiritual, Biblical, and logical arguments. Logic, divine not human,
can and must saturate our sermons and witness.

Hodge: In these verses, therefore, we are taught:

1. That, the proper method to convert men in any community, Christian or Pagan, is to
preach or set forth the truth concerning the person and work of Christ. Whatever other
means are used must be subordinate and auxiliary, designed to remove obstacles, and to
gain access for the truth to the mind, just as the ground is cleared of weeds and
brambles in order to prepare it for the precious seed.

2. The proper state of mind in which to preach the gospel is the opposite of self-
confidence or carelessness. The gospel should be preached with a sense of weakness
and with great anxiety and solicitude.

3. The success of the gospel does not depend on the skill of the preacher, but on the
demonstration of the Spirit.

4. The foundation of saving faith is not reason, i.e. not arguments addressed to the
understanding, but the power of God as exerted with and by the truth upon the heart.

MacArthur: Human words of wisdom, no matter how impressive and persuasive, would
have robbed the gospel of its power. He saw no place for calculated theatrics and
techniques to manipulate response. Many have responded to an emotional appeal,
without a true knowledge and conviction of God. Paul did not do that kind of
preaching. He surely would have gotten a wider and more receptive hearing, but his
hearers would have been left in their sins and without a Savior. . .

Paul had great natural abilities, but he did not rely on them. Even the human words and
wisdom of an apostle could not save a person. He did not want his hearers to identify
with his own wisdom, which could give them only another philosophy, but with God's
wisdom in Jesus Christ, which could give them eternal life. . .

Charles Spurgeon said:
The power that is in the Gospel does not lie in the eloquence of the preacher,
otherwise men would be the converters of souls, nor does it lie in the preacher’s
learning, otherwise it would consist in the wisdom of men. We might preach
until our tongues rotted, till we would exhaust our lungs and die, but never a
soul would be converted unless the Holy Spirit be with the Word of God to give
it the power to convert the soul.

Leake: 3 POWERFUL AREAS OF PAUL’'S EXAMPLE

INTRODUCTION:

Def. of Expository Preaching: let’s God speak to us from the text rather than the
preacher inserting his ideas; exposes the meaning of the text; covers all of Scripture;
Def. of Powerful Preaching: unleashes the power of the Holy Spirit to impact lives
through the Word of God;



Context: Paul continuing the same themes from Chapter 1

Explaining 1:20 here in more detail from his own example of how he brought the
gospdl to Corinth

If Christ is the wisdom of God, why would we preach anything else?

Wesak, worldly preaching looks impressive but has no power

. PAUL’'SPOWERFUL MESSAGE (:1-2)
A. How He Did Not Come
1. Superiority of speech
2. Superiority of wisdom
Concept of elevation; lofty, high (1 Tim. 2:2); grand speech
Not against excellent articulation
But his demeanor was humble and his speech plain
Reecting the type of pompous speech that elevates the preacher rather than the
message,
Not trying to distinguish himself philosophically or rhetorically
B. How He Came — Preaching “Christ Crucified”
What does Paul not mean here:
- not that every message must just focus on the particulars of death of Christ
- not that every message must be strictly an evangelistic focus to non-believers
- not a statement of anti-intellectualism
- not saying he did alousy job in Athens and thisis the way to preach
Uses this phrase as a summation of focusing on Who Christ is and What He
accomplished; Paul preached the whole counsel of God; this was not a new strategy but
his ongoing strategy reflected in all of his preaching

[I. PAUL’'SPOWERFUL METHOD (:3-4)
2 Options:

- fearful

- sense of inadequacy
Maybe a combination of both; certainly Paul depended on God for fruit and successin
the ministry; involved a reverence for God; sense of overwhelming task to evangelize
the Gentiles in such awicked city; aware of his own flesh
Paul acted as a witness in a courtroom
We don’t enjoy our weakness; but God works through weak and trembling instruments;
Thisis not a message saying we cannot persuade men
Paul depended on the Spirit of God to bring about powerful impact in lives of others;
Context is not one of miracles, but the changed lives (1 Thess 2:13)
“demonstration” = legal term — proving something — power of God was working at
Corinth

1. PAUL’SPOWERFUL MOTIVE (:5)

“s0 that” = purpose statement

All people have faith in something

Divine persuasion must be at work; not human

Not trying to utilize some type of grand Crusade type of event with its emotional



appesals
Persuading with God' s truth

CONCLUSION:
This expository preaching is not just another style of preaching; we must develop a
conviction that we will only support this type of preaching



TEXT: 1Corinthians 2: 6-8
TITLE: THE MYSTERY ASPECT OF THE WISDOM OF GOD

BIG IDEA:
THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSSISONLY FOOLISHNESSTO THOSE WHO
DON'T UNDERSTAND THE COMING GLORY

INTRODUCTION:

Even though God is in the business of revealing truth to His chosen ores; never forget
that the unsaved have no capacity to understand spiritual truth. This should actualy be
a tremendous encouragement to believers. We appreciate our privileged positionof
having been predestined to be blessed with an understanding of God's program for
salvation. We also have a better perspective on the blindness and opposition of the
rulers of this age.

This section is part of the overall emphasis on the need for Christian unity. The
Corinthian believers had been aigning themselves with different preachers on the basis
of human wisdom criteria (who sounds most impressive, who speaks most eloquently,
etc.) rather than focusing on the message of the gospel and the person of Christ. They
needed insight into the true wisdom of God and how it operates.

Boyer: The contentious spirit which was being manifested in the church at Corinth was
due to awrong conception of the gospel. Evidently, they were thinking of the gospd as
another of the philosophical movements of the day and were comparing it and its
advocates with others as a type of rival philosophy. Paul has made clear that the gospel
is far from being another philosophy. It is, in fact, foolishness. Now, however, he
changes his approach. Actually, the gospdl is not foolish at all. It iswisdom, but an
entirely different kind of wisdom. He goes on to show in what sense the gospel is
wisdom.

SIXINSIGHTSINTO THE WISDOM OF GOD AND ITSMYSTERY ASPECT

I. (:6A) GOD'SWISDOM ISONLY APPRECIATED BY THOSE WHO ARE
RECEPTIVE TO THE TEACHING MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature’

Wisdom — emphasized by position in the text (direct object of the verb placed first in the
Greek sentence); thisis what we speak — not the type of human wisdom that has no
power (described in 2:1-5), but God' s Wisdom.

Telios— the perfected ones; having reached their end; Not perfect people;

Difficult issue to precisely pin down who comprises this group — obviously the unsaved
Jews and Gentiles who regard the wisdom of God as foolishness are excluded,;

Options:



1) aredl the elect included here (since the context of the message preached is the cross
of Christ — not some esoteric doctrines) cf. Charles Hodge, MacArthur, etc. or

2) some subset of telios believers (in contrast with those spoken of at the beginning of
chap 3 -- cf. 1 Cor. 14:20; Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15) = those who are submitted to the Spirit
of God and thus able to receive the spiritual teaching which the Spirit of God seeks to
communicate; in this context it would include all who are actively growing — even if
they are fairly young in the faith — it has more to do with their heart attitude of allowing
God’'s Word to accomplish its intended goal in transforming their lives— | would favor
this view in light of the direct context of Chap. 3. It should include all believers — but
Paul is making the point that some believers are ot responding to the Spirit like they
should and therefore do not recognize the wisdom of God for what it is

* % % % %

Piper: | think verse 13 gives the answer, but there is a trandation problem here. The
Revised Standard Version says, "We impart this (divine wisdom) in words not taught
by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who
possess the Spirit,” or more literally "to those who are spiritual.” If thisis correct then
the "mature” of verse 6 are explained as the "spiritual” of verse 13. We speak a wisdom
among the mature, that is, we interpret the wisdom reveaed by the Spirit to spiritual
people. . .

A second reason | think v13 refersto spiritual people who are the same as the mature in
v6 who receive God's wisdom, is that in 3:1 "spiritual peopl€e" are contrasted with babes
in Christ. "And I, brothers, was not able to speak to you as spiritual people but as to
fleshly (or carnal), asto babesin Christ." It is clear that being a babe is the opposite of
being "mature.” But in 3:1 the opposite of being a babe is being "spiritua.” Therefore
being mature and being spiritual are probably the same. So one answer to the question,
Who can receive the wisdom of God which we speak? is the mature, that is, the
Spiritual. . .

He means a person who is led by the Spirit of God and bears the fruit of the Spirit. We
know this from Galatians 5:16-6:1 . . .

This was a surprising discovery for me, namely, that the prerequisite for grasping the
wisdom of God is not a certain level of intelligence, or education, or experience. The
prerequisite is moral, not intellectual. It has as much to do with what you love as with
what you think. Not education but sanctification is what makes one receptive to the
wisdom we speak. Not natural ability but spiritual humility opens a person to the
wisdom of God.

* % % % %

The Apostle Paul proclaimed the exact same message of God's Wisdom to everyone —
the unsaved, the saved; the immature believer, the mature believer. He might have had
adifferent emphasis— but it was always God’s Wisdom. But only the spiritually
receptive believers could appreciate God's wisdom. The same message can have
different levels of meaning to different levels of maturity: a milk level and a solid food



level.

There are many obstacles to receiving the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit:
- Pride
- Sectarianism
- Fleshly and rebellious living
- Attraction to the things of this world which are enmity to God
- Failure to confess and turn away from sin
- Being hearers only of the Word of God and not doers

1. (:6B) GOD’S ETERNAL WISDOM BEARSNO CONNECTION TO THE
TRANSITORYHUMAN WISDOM OF THISTEMPORARY AGE
“a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are
passing away”

God's Wisdom did not originate or develop from human wisdom; in fact it is not
compatible at all with this age or world system. Therefore, you cannot expect to study
philosophy or psychology or religion from the best intellectual thinkers of this age and
thereby come to an understanding of God’ s wisdom.

Goins: In verses 6-10a Paul lists four aspects of this wisdom of God. First, verses 6-7
say that the wisdom of God is eternal, not transitory. It doesn't originate in this passing
world, with the rulers of this age. It originated before time began in the mind of God.
Human wisdom is transitory because, Paul says, its creators are passing away. One of
the consistent characteristics of worldly wisdom is that it has a very short shelf life. The
current thinking in psychology and sociology will soon be set aside for newer theories

Zeider: To begin, what is the nature of the wisdom that is from God? God's wisdom,
says Paul in verse 6, isdistinct in that it is unlike the wisdom of the "rulers of this age
who are passing away." The wisdomof the world is short-lived; it does not have any
staying power. God's wisdom, on the other hand, will never pass away, is the inference
here. It is eternal; its truth will never fade but will grow moreand more impressive with
time.

1. (:7A) GOD’SWISDOM ISSOURCED ONLY IN GOD (AND MUST BE
REVEALED BY HIM —aswe will seelater)
“but we speak God’ s wisdom”

A. Preachers are a Channel for the Ongoing Communication of God's Eternal Wisdom

B. Butitis God s Wisdom . .. not the Preacher’s
Emphatic placement of “God” before “wisdom” in the Greek here



IV. (:7B) GOD’'SWISDOM HAS A BUILT-IN, TIME-DELAY MY STERY
COMPONENT
A. Mystery Aspect of God's Wisdom

“in a mystery”

MacArthur: This term does not refer to something puzzling, but to truth known to God
before time, that He has kept secret until the appropriate time for Him to revedl it.

Hodge: The word always means something into which men must be initiated;
something undiscoverable by human reason. Whether its being undiscoverable arises
from its lying in the future, or because hid in the unrevealed purposes of God, or from
its own nature as beyond our comprehension, is not determined by the signification of
the word, but is to be learned from the context.

B. Hidden Aspect of God’'s Wisdom
“the hidden wisdom”

No longer hidden to God' s elect, but till hidden to those under the dominion of Satan
for the god of this age has blinded their minds and hearts.

C. Eternal and Sovereign Aspect of God’s Wisdom
“which God predestined before the ages”

How can someone say they don’'t believe in predestination?
This word stresses the plan of God and the sovereignty of God.

D. Glorification Aspect of God’s Wisdom
“to our glory”

Ellicott: “The Lord, whose essential attribute is glory”

God' s wisdom will ultimately conform us completely to the image of His Son — in love,
in purity, in holiness.

Goins: The wisdom of God is for our glorification, our personal benefit. Glorification
means to make us just like Jesus, to completely finish the process of sanctification.
God's wisdom was given to define for us who we were created to be. No matter what
we fed like right now, finally, by the end of our lives, we will be the kind of people we
want to be. We'll be just as loving, merciful, patient, kind, strong, and self-controlled as
Jesus. WE'l become glorified men and women, filled with the grace and beauty of Jesus
Chrigt. That is the ultimate goal of salvation.

Grosheide: The glory of the believersis an essential part of God's decree. Not only did
God fix His wisdom, He also ordained that this wisdom would bring glory to us who
are Christians. The rulers of the world, on the contrary, will perish.



V. (:8A) GOD'SWISDOM CANNOT BE COMPREHENDED BY HUMAN
WISDOM (OR POWER OR WEALTH)
“the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has under stood”

V1. (:8B) GOD'SWISDOM WILL BE VINDICATED BY THE RETURN OF
THE LORD OF GLORY
“for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”

Zeider: The wisdom of this world does not make good judgments about life. The
wisdom of God, on the other hand, attributes worth to that which is truly worthy.

Johnson: Paul linked glory with the crucified Lord, an utter paradox to both Jews and
Gentiles (1 Cor. 1:23) who nonetheless unwittingly (Luke 23:34) took part in that
central act of God's plan of salvation.

* k k k k k kK x k& %

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Does wisdom characterize my speech?

2) How receptive am | to the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit?

3) What role does secular education play in providing us insight into the mind of God?

4) Why does Paul use here the title for Christ of “Lord of Glory”?

* k k k k k k * x %

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Gromacki: Thetitle for Christ, “the Lord of glory,” isaproof of His deity. God is
depicted as “the God of glory” (Acts 7:2) and “the Father of Glory” (Eph. 1:17). The
“King of glory” (Ps. 24) is none other than Christ. The fact that He was crucified
demonstrates His human nature. Thus, the perception of divine wisdom involves the
recognition of the hypostatic union, the union of two natures (divine and human) within
the single person of Christ.

Robertson: The “wisdom of God,” therefore, comprises primarily Christ and Him
crucified; the preparation for Christ as regards Jew and Gentile; the great mystery of the
call of the Gentiles and the apparent rejection of the Jews; the justification of manand
the principles of the Christian life; and (the thought dominant in the immediate context)
the consummation of Christ’s work in the “glory of us.” The Epistle to the Romans,
which is an unfolding of the thought of 1 Cor. i. 24-31, is St Paul’ s completest utterance



of this wisdom.

Piper: (:6-13) Paul was answering at least four questions about "the wisdom we speak,”
which | would like to answer with him. | think it would be helpful to answer them in
thisorder:

1) Who cannot receive or know this wisdom?

2) Who can receive and know it?

3) How is it imparted from God to this group?

4) What isit?

To these | add my own at the end: So what? What difference does it make to me or you
if we know this wisdom or not?. . .

In answer to our first question then (Who cannot receive or know the wisdom of God
which Paul speaks?) our answer would be: people who are so enamoured by the
wisdom that leads to power and acclaim that they do not recognize Jesus as the Lord of
glory - these cannot receive God's wisdom. It is not simply being in a position of power
that closes one off to this wisdom - God has chosen to save powerful people and to give
some of his people earthly power. It is not having power but hunger for power that
blinds a person to the glory of God in the suffering Messiah. It is not having acclaim
among men but hungering for that acclaim that makes Jesus as He is unbelievable.

Stedman: Here he is declaring the sinfulness of man's wisdom. He says thereis a
wisdom whichis hidden from the eyes of a proud, self- sufficient world, a secret
wisdom which they know nothing about. It has been in existence since the foundation
of the world, but man in his pride cannot reach it or understand it. And, because he
lacks this, the knowledge that he does have actually leads him astray and he ends up
committing the most tragic and atrocious blunders. When Paul speaks of the rulers of
this age he does not mean only those who are of noble birth. He means the leaders, the
philosophers, the great thinkers, these clever men who pride themselves on being able
to recognize greatness when they see it. They would certainly know another
philosopher, they would recognize a great thinker, or a great leader.

And yet, so blinded are they with their own conceit, that when truth incarnate stood
before them, when the Son of God himself, the Lord of glory, stood in front of them all
they could shout in their blindness was, "Away with this fellow, this agitator, this
trouble- maker! Crucify him! That is al he is worth." From this fatal flaw in human
knowledge stems al the strife and cruelty and violence of al the ages

Leake: 4 TRUTHS ABOUT TEACHING THE BIBLE IN ANY AGE
I ntroduction:

No need to adapt our bible teaching to postmodernism or pluralism or any other
ism — despite the nature of today’s culture (limited attention span, visually oriented,
entertainment focused, etc.) We till can be authoritative and preach with confidence
because our message is the timeless Word of God. No conformity to the spirit of the
age; we regject the world’s wisdom as foolishness



Context:
1:20 — “God has made foolish the wisdom of the world”
2 lllustrations of this main point:
1) God chose the non impressive people rather than the impressive
2) Personal example of how the Apostle Paul originally brought the gospel
message to Corinth
- Paul was not personally prominent
- The focus was on the message of the Cross
Natural man does not have the capacity to understand spiritual truth

I. (:6A) Bible Teaching Imparts God’'s Wisdom
The Apostles and NT prophets are the ones doing the speaking here; recorded in
the NT so that we can proclaim the same message today

1. (:6B) Bible Teaching |IsDesperately Needed

We have a message thet contradicts the age; the upper echelon of society does
not get the message; this age is being abolished, coming to nothing; God is bringing an
end to it; If we start sounding like the world, we no longer have a message to proclam

[11.(:7) Bible Teaching Revealsa Mystery

Def. of Mystery: not riddles; not something vague or mysterious; but a secret that only
God can know — but He has chosen now to reveal; this was a secret that God had held
on to for avery long time; but now it is openly proclaimed

- Rom. 16:25-26
- Eph. 3:8-9

- Col. 1:26

- 1 Cor. 15:51-52

3 aspects of this Mystery:
- Hidden still to those who are perishing
- Predestined before the ages — so fixed that it can’t be changed
The Cross was not an afterthought but in God’ s plan from the beginning
- For our glory — not for our shame; God has always had a plan for our glory —
Phil. 3:21 — Are you looking forward to glory?

IV. (:8) We Teach the Bible Even Though the World isBlind to its M essage
How do we know they didn’t get it? They killed Wisdom and the Lord of Glory =
unfathomable; you have the smartest people in the world doing the dumbest thing
imaginable



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 2: 9-16

TITLE: SPIRIT TAUGHT TRUTH --
SPIRIT REVEALS. .. SPIRIT INSPIRES. . . SPIRIT ILLUMINES

BIG IDEA:

THE HOLY SPIRIT DIRECTSTHE COMMUNICATION AND
UNDERSTANDING OF DIVINE WISDOM THROUGH THREE
FUNDAMENTAL PROCESSES

INTRODUCTION:

Remember the promise of the Lord to His disciples before he left them
“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever; that isthe Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not
see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will bein
you. . . But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for
He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He
will disclose to you what isto come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and
will disclose it to you.” -- John 14:16-17; 16:13-14
Here Paul is explaining how all of that works by the agency of the Holy Spirit. Then he
makes application to how people either understand and accept the God' s wisdom or
reject it as foolishness.

(:9) PRESUPPOSITION: DIVINE WISDOM CANNOT BE KNOWN APART
FROM THESE THREE VERY IMPORTANT PROCESSES
A. God s Wisdom Not Discoverable by Man

“but just asit iswritten,

‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard,”

Leake: Combination quote; not an exact quote — Is. 64:4; 65:17; 52:15 — clustering a
number of OT ideas; an exact representation of OT teaching — man’s mind and heart
cannot probe into the mind and heart of God; eliminating al of the 5 senses; al of the
forms of philosophic empiricism as well as the recorded experiences of others

B. God's Wisdom Designed to Impact the Heart of Man
“And which have not entered the heart of man,”

Leake: Heart = focus of rationalism and the mind; human intelligence or contemplation;
can’'t understand ultimate truth this way

C. God' s Wisdom Brings Unimaginable Blessing to His Children
“All that God has prepared for those who love Him.””

Morris: The glories that come to believers are not haphazard, but are in accordance with
God' s plan from of old.



I. (:10-11) PROCESS#1 —REVELATION TO THE WRITERS OF THE NT BY
THE SPIRIT OF GOD
A. Revelation To Whom- Identification of the Recipients of Revelation

“For to us”

B. Revelation By Whom— Identification of the Originator of Revelation
“God ”

C. Reveation How — Explanation of the Process of Revelation
“revealed”

D. Revdation of What — Content of Revelation
“them”

C. Revedation Through Whom — Focus on the Crucia Role of the Holy Spirit
“through the Spirit”
3 Arguments Supporting the Role of the Spirit as the Agent of Revelation
1. Argument from Function — Only the Spirit can plumb the depths of God
“for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God”

2. Argument from Human Illustration — No one else knows our thoughts but us
“For who among men knows the thought of a man except the spirit of the
man which isin him?’

3. Argument from Divine Applicationof the Illustration— Only the Spirit
knows the thoughts of God
“Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”

1. (:12-13) PROCESS#2 -- INSPIRATION OF THE CANON OF THE NT
HOLY SCRIPTURESBY THE SPIRIT OF GOD
A. NT Writers (Apostles and Prophets) Possess the Spirit of God

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God”

B. NT Writers Know the Body of Truth God Wants Communicated
“so that we may know the things freely given to us by God”

C. NT Writers Were I nspired by the Holy Spirit to Communicate that Truth
“which things we al so speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those
taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”

Importance of verbal, plenary doctrine of inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture



1. (:14-16) PROCESS#3-- ILLUMINATION OF THE MINDSAND HEARTS
OF BELIEVERSBY THE SPIRIT OF GOD
A. (:14) Natura Man Does Not Understand or Appreciate God's Truth
(refersto al of the unsaved = those who do not possess the Spirit of God)
1. Cannot Appreciate God's Truth Because He Considers it Foolishness
“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God,
“for they are foolishnessto him”

Piper: Paul implies that the natural man can construe the meaning of the gospel because
when he does he cals it foolishness. The things of the Spirit are foolishness to the
natural man not because he can't see their meaning but because he sees it and regards
what he sees as awaste of time. The problem in verse 14 is not a lack of clear speech
nor alack of intellectual power to interpret. The problem is that when the word of the
crossis clear and the intellect of the natural man has interpreted it adequately he regards
it asfoolishness. . . the problem is the moral inability to assign the right value to it.

2. Cannot Understand God'’ s Truth Because He Lacks the [lluminating Work of
the Holy Spirit
“and he cannot under stand them, because they are spiritually
appraised.”

B. (:15-16) Spiritual Man Understands and Appreciates God's Truth
(refersto all of the saved = those who do possess the Spirit of God)
1. (:15) Appreciates God's Truth Because He Has Discernment
“But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised
by no one.”

2. (:16) Understands God's Truth Because He Possesses the [Iluminating Work
of the Holy Spirit = the Mind of Christ
“For who has known the mind of the Lord, that He will instruct Him?
But we have the mind of Christ.”

Piper: The Spirit enables us to appraise things with their true value, but when natural
men appraise us they will aways go wrong. Why? Verse 16: Because apart from the
Spirit no one thinks or appraises like the Lord, but we who possess the Spirit have the
mind of Christ. We have begun to view and assess things the way Christ does.
Therefore we do not regject but receive the things of the Spirit evenwhen they mean
death to self; because now we know what is really valuable.

* k k k k k k x k& %

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How does this passage encourage us in our witnessing?



2) What are some of the things that God has prepared for those who love Him?
3) What is our responsibility in this process of illumination?

4) How do we answer those who claim they need no teachers or time spent in study of
the Word because the Holy Spirit can just speak spiritual truth to them directly?

* k k k k k kK x k& %

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: Now here is this great Being of God in our universe, this fantastic Being of
infinite wisdom and mighty power. How can we know anything about him? Paul's
answer is that we cannot, except he discloses himself to us. Y ou cannot find out God by
searching. Man by wisdom does not know God. Man by investigation of all the natural
forces of life will never find his way to the heart of God. Only God himself must
disclose himself, must open himself to us. That he has done by means of the Spirit of
God -- the Spirit has come to teach us about God. The Lord Jesus himself appeared as a
man in order that we might have a visible demonstration of what God is like. The
simplest answer to the question, "What is God like?" isto say he is like Jesus, under al
circumstances. But it is the work of the Spirit to show us what Jesusis like. Jesus said,
"He will take of the things of mine and show them unto you," {cf, John 16:14 KJV}.

Y ou can read the record of the Gospels, and read the historical record of Jesus, but the
living Lord does not stand out from the pages merely by reading them. It is as the Spirit
illuminates those pages and makes them vivid and real that you find yourself confronted
with the living, breathing Christ himself. That is the work of the Holy Spirit. . .

As you know, one of the mgjor arguments of our day is over the question of the
inerrancy of scripture. People are asking afresh today, "Is everything in the Bible true?
Does the Bible speak with authority in every realm of life? Isit true in what it says
about scientific, geographic, and astronomic matters, etc? Or is it true only when it tells
you how to get to heaven?' | think that question is answered by Paul's statement here.
He says that when the apostles began to speak and to write the Scriptures, they did so
by words taught by the Holy Spirit. | do not think he meant by that that the Spirit of
God dictated the Bible to them. Oftentimes evangelicals are accused of believing in a
dictation theory, but that is not what Paul is saying here. What he is really talking about
isaprocess by which the Spirit of God awakered the minds of the apostles to
understand truth, and they chose their own words to express it so that every apostle's
personaity comes through in the words that he uses. And yet, in a strange and
wonderful way, those words which the apostles chose are words that God himself
approved. Therefore, they come from him, not in adirect, but in anindirect sense.

Paul saysto Timothy, "All scripture is breathed out from God," {cf, 2 Tim 3:16}. If that
istrue, thenit comes from a God who cannot lie, a God who makes no mistakes, a God
who sees the end fromthe beginning, so every word in Scripture is true. As the apostles
wrote these things down, therefore, we cantrust what they had to say. . .



There is the process. It begins with the indwelling of the apostles, then the illuminating
of the apostles minds, the preaching of the apostles in words chosen by the Spirit, the
indwelling of every believer by belief in the word that the apostles preached, and the
illuminating of the mind of eachbeliever to understand truth as it fits his or her life
directly.

Piper: What is this wisdom. We have seen two definitions. Now we need to put
them together.

1. In past weeks we have seen the definition given in 1:23-24, "Over
against the wisdom of the world that serves to stir up boasting, he says,
"We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, the power

of God and the wisdom of God." So what is the wisdom of God? Christ
crucified, and the preaching of Christ crucified.

2. The other definition of God's wisdom is given in 2:7-9. Verse 7: God
decreed this wisdom for our glorification. And verse 9 says that it is
something no eyes has seen nor ear heard nor man ever dreamed of,
namely, what God has prepared for those who love him. Son in both
verses 7 and 9 the wisdom of God is the revelation of what isin store for
believers in the age to come -- something unimaginably gresat!

Now how do these two aspects of God's wisdom fit together -- the
preaching of Christ crucified and the hope of unimaginable glory? Verse 8
gives the clue: "None of the rulers of this age understood this (wisdom of
God); for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."

Here the two things are brought together: the crucifixion and the Lord of
glory. What the rulers of this age could not and cannot see is that the path
to glory is through the cross. This is the wisdom of God that is foolishness
to men -- the inheriting of an unimaginably glorious future in the presence
of God, obtained by pride-abandoning faith in a scorned, weak,
foolish-looking, crucified Jewish teacher who was the very Lord of glory.

The reason (v. 7) Paul calls this wisdom of God a "secret and hidden”
wisdom is that the relationship between the age of glory and the
humiliating execution of the Messiah was not fully revealed until the days
when Christ and his apostles began to unfold it. But now it is being
revealed by the guidance of the Holy Spirit to the apostles, and they are
imparting it (v. 13) to others-- tous. . .

Not only is the wisdom of God a gift because it
comes through revelation (that's the point of verses 9-13a); it is also a gift
because the ability to recognize it as wisdom and receive it is awork of



the Holy Spirit.

Paul ends verse 13 by saying that he interprets spiritual truths (which |
take to mean "the wisdom of God," the revelation he has received from
the Holy Spirit -- which iswhy it is called spiritual) -- he interprets
spiritual truths to "those who possess the Spirit," or literaly, "spiritual

people”. It's the same words used at the beginning of verse 15, "the
spiritual (man)."

In other words the last part of verse 13 seems to say that the only people
who are willing and able to receive what Paul has to teach are spiritual
people, that is people who have the Holy Spirit. . .

When it says at the end of verse 14 that the things of the Spirit of God are
spiritually discerned it means that what a natural man needs is the work of
the Holy Spirit in his heart to liberate him from his irrational pride and free
him to own up to the wisdom and power of the cross of Christ. Without
the Spirit, we are so rebellious against the cross and against the Lord of
glory that we will not cannot recognize the truth and beauty of a crucified
Christ.

Jeffries: "Inspiration is that mysterious process by which God worked through the
human prophetswithout destroying their individual personalities and styles, to produce
divinely authoritative writings."

- Norman Geider and William Nix: A Genera Introduction to the Bible

Leake: (vv.9-14)

I ntroduction:

Sectarian spirit in Corinth was areal problem — based on worldly thinking and worldly
wisdom; Paul dealing with that — Goal of unity in the church and maturity;

Evangelical church today saturated with a man-centered style of ministry; We need a
message to deal with that ugly beast; See the folly of the “Market Driven Church” of
today — addressing the felt needs of people and marketing your church along those
lines, Based on a misunderstanding of the power of God and how He works in the
church today

Vs. 9 = controlling thought of passage = “all that God has prepared for those that love
Him” (= Paul’ s definition here of believers) —cf. Matt. 25:34

How does anyone know what these great and glorious things are?

Why isit set up that way?

I. (:9) Negatively: How you can’t know it

World' s knowledge of no help; man incapable of discovering God's truth on their own;
trying to discover truth apart from dependence on God would be a sinful processin
itsalf;

[1.(:10-11) Positively: How does God reveal these truths?



Through the Holy Spirit — not talking about the human spirit here, but the Spirit of God,;
Only the Holy Spirit reveal s ultimate truth;

Who does the Spirit tell? Believersin God

Spirit bridges that knowledge gap; makes that connection from God to man;

Matt. 11:27

Paul expounds the Spirit’s qualifications — the Spirit searches all things

“to examine, investigate, probe” — present tense — constantly doing this

Spirit is omnipresent and all-knowing and searches out even the depths of God,

What does that include? All that God is and al that God knows and all that He
determines and plans and prepares ... Rom. 11:33 — true for us, not for the Spirit; Dan.
2:22; Job 12:22; Ps. 92:5

[llustration — taking something we do understand and trying to give us understanding;
your thoughts are your thoughts, we might know the patterns of someone we know well
... but not their deepest thoughts

1. (:12-13) Why isit that some Understand? There are some who receive the
Spirit Who Knows
How do | know what | know?
Who are the “we” here? True that al believers have received the Spirit of God —
secondarily Paul has all believersin mind; but primarily here it is the apostles and
prophets of the NT — they are the ones directly receiving revelation directly from Spirit
of God and commissioned to pass it along to others; writing it down in Scripture;
We have not received the spirit of the world = attitude, prevailing thought of the day;
not a direct reference to Satan (but he is behind such thinking); otherwise we would be
just like everyone else in this world;
We did receive the Spirit from God; welcome; receive in — came to the NT apostles and
prophets in a teaching sense; revealed his own thoughts to them
Purpose: so that we would know; knowledge is a gift to us from the Spirit of God;
Process of how the Spirit of God brought that wisdom to man— combining spiritual
with spiritual — God’ s spiritual thoughts and plans are combined with carefully chosen
spiritual words that we can then read and understand; Inspiration must extend to every
word of Scriptures
3 Processes God usesto bring Histruth to man:

1) Revelation = that which is revealed to a prophet or apostle; may comein
form of dream or vision

2) Inspiration = the prophet would either speak or write down those words to
communicate that truth to others; 1 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16

3) Illumination = we are constantly involved in this step; an insight from
previous revelation that was inspired and available to you to study; Spirit of God
teaches us inwardly — but not a new revelatiory eyes to see the light of Scripture
These 3 processes work together

V. (:14) Why don’t somereceivethetruth? They have rejected spiritual truth
Natural man = al unsaved; do not have the Spirit of God; only able to draw on normal,
natural resources; a man of the flesh; no heavenly insight; no illumination; only natural
sight; looking at life in alimited sense — that is putting it nicely — sees everything



upside down; devoid of the Spirit; not that they are uneducated — but shut out because
of pride and unbelief; James 1:21

He has not the power or capability to receive spiritua truth; not just that he won't, but
that he can’t; emphasisis on his inability

Blind can only beg for sight! If you just don't get it — here is the reason; humble
yourself; believe in Christ and cry out to Him for the grace gift of insight; If you cry out
to God and repent He will forgive all your sins;

We don’'t know whom God has elected, so bring the message to all

Leake (2:15—3:4)

Introduction: How carnal can a Christian be? And for how long??

Refutation of the doctrine of the “carnal Christian” developed by Chafer and Dallas
Seminary; a prominent teaching that someone can be a believer with no changed life; no
fruit at all; therefore what is needed is some type of second blessing or dedication of the
life or commitment to Christ as Lord when He has only been Savior = bad theology;
Need a proper understanding of 3:1-4 to refute this

3 DESCRIPTIONS OF MEN

I. The Natural Man (2:14) = without the Holy Spirit = all the unsaved

Unresponsive to God; needs the new birth; thinks God's wisdom is foolishness; no
capacity to receive and understand God’ s wisdom; Only the Spirit can impart life (1

Pet. 1:3); new birth caused by God

Not areform of your old life; 2 Cor. 5:17 = new creation

Holy Spirit imparts God's life into the human soul; unsaved has a soul already ... but it
is unresponsive to God

[I. The Spiritual Man (2:15-16) = indwelt by the Holy Spirit = all the saved
A. HisTitle/ Designation

Not some special category or subset of believers; but describes all believers
B. HisActivity — What does he do?

Discerns, investigates, evaluates all things; appraises them; then passes
judgment; sees everything differently and clearly; the fog has been lifted; new life; new
eyes; new understanding; Application: Don’'t go to unbelievers for our education
C. HisDistinction

Unbeliever doesn’t know what’s going on in my life; we are appraised by no
one (no unbeliever); world didn’t know or understand Christ; ended up hating Him and
will hate us as well
D. His Capabilities = We have the mind of Christ

Review of the process of revelation/inspiration/illumination = how God's
thoughts become recorded in the Scriptures as words and come into our minds where
we understand through the illumination of the Holy Spirit — thus we have the mind of
Christ
Is. 40:13 quote
Speaks to the sufficiency of the Scriptures for Christian living

[11. The Carnal/Spiritual Man (3:1-4 — next message)



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 3:1-4
TITLE: THE DANGER OF SECTARIANISV

BIG IDEA:
FLESHLY SECTARIANISM ISAN UNNATURAL STATE FOR THE
BELIEVER AND STUNTS SPIRITUAL GROWTH

. (1) SOME BELIEVERSREMAIN SPIRITUAL INFANTSIN THE AREA OF
DISCERNMENT FOR AN EXTENDED TIME
A. Context = Family of Christ — not talking about unbelievers here

“And I, brethren,”

B. Capacity for Discernment Not Consistent With Spirituality and Maturity
“could not speak to you as to spiritual men,”

C. Capacity for Discernment Limited by Carnality and Immaturity
“but as to men of flesh, asto infantsin Christ.”

Il. (:2-3a) FLESHLY LIVING LIMITSONE'SABILITY TO PROCESS
DEEPER SPIRITUAL TRUTHS
A. Restricted to aDiet Appropriate for an Infant

“I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not able to receiveit.”

B. Problem is Fleshly Living
“Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly”

Piper: So what is it about a person that makes them unable to digest solid food?
It's pride. Or to put it positively, the organ that properly digests solid food

is humility. Aslong as a person is still largely influenced by a spirit of
self-exatation he is not able to digest solid food. The throat of prideis

too narrow and unpliable to handle the solid food. . .

What then is solid food? Notice that it is not something that takes more
intellect to grasp. What it takes is less jealousy and strife, less pride and
self-assertion. The solid food is not for smart people. It's for humble
people -- people who have stopped pursuing the pleasures of
self-confidence and self-exaltation and self-determination -- people
who now want only to boast in the Lord and give him al the glory for
whatever good there isin the world and in their lives.

MacArthur: Thereis no difference at all between the truths of a spiritual milk diet and a
spiritual solid food diet, except in detail and depth. All doctrine may have both milk
and meat elements.



[11. (:3b-4) SECTARIANISM DERIVESFROM JEALOUSY AND PRODUCES
STRIFE IN THE CHURCH —DESTROYING UNITY AND STUNTING
SPIRITUAL GROWTH - CHECK OUT WHETHER YOU HAVE THE SPIRIT
A. Signsof Carnality
1. Root Indicators. Jealousy
“For since thereisjealousy”

2. Surface Indicators: Strife
“and strife among you,”

Signs of the Holy Spirit would be in contrast to these traits:
- the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ, not the individual
- the Holy Spirit promotes peace and unity in the body

Stedman: Now the mark of spiritual babyhood, Paul says, is "jealousy and strife.”
Where you have Christians who are still baby Christians and who are al too long in that
condition, you will aways have divisions, factions, strife, and breaking into little
cliques and groups in the Church. This arises out of a sense of competition.

B. Carnality Should Trigger an Examination of Whether Y ou Possess the Spirit
1. Fleshly = Unnatural State for the Believer
“are you not fleshly,”

2. Not Manifesting the Spirit = Danger Zone
“and are you not walking like mere men?’

C. (:4) Sectarian Spirit Makes Us No Different Than the World of the Unsaved
“For when one says, ‘| am of Paul,” and another, ‘| am of Apollos,” are you not
mere men?”

Piper: But let's not treat continued immaturity as unimportant. It could be a sign that no
true spiritua life was ever present and that the professing Christian is only a natural
man after all. Thisis very rarely for us to decide. But it is our responsibility to warn the
careless drifter, as Peter says to make his calling and election sure, by trusting in Christ
TODAY and following him in the obedience of faith.

* k k k k k k k k%
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Where have you seen evidences of a spirit of sectarianism in your own life? In the
church?

2) What affects your level of discernment of God's truth?



3) How would you characterize the milk of God’'s Word vs. the solid food?

4) What are some ways to guard against sectarianism creeping into our thinking or into
the church?

* k k k k k k * x %

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: We live in a democracy, therefore, people think of the church as a democracy,
as though the final authority rested with the people. Y ou get congregational government
instead of what the Scriptures describe as a body of which thereisa Head who is a
living Being, present among us, who is the final authority and has the right of planning
and programming within the church. And because the government is turn like a
hierarchy with a president at the top, or abusinessis run like a hierarchy with a
chairman of the board and all the other people in varying varied ranks of insecurity and
insignificance below them, so the church is run that way. The pastor is exalted to be the
head and al the others fall in the varied ranks below him. This reflects the thinking of
the world, natural thinking, which is destructive to the church. . .

He is careful, however, to indicate they were not unregenerate after he had brought
themto Christ. He calls them "brethren,” and he says they are "babesin Christ." They
are"in Christ,” but they are babies. That is the problem. Paul wasin Corinth ayear and
a half and he preached to them and taught them, but in all that time they never advanced
very far beyond babyhood. They were till governed by the thinking of the flesh. So, in
the second part of this section, where he refers to the flesh again twice, he uses a
dlightly different word. It is not sarkinos here, but sarkikos, whichcomes from the same
root but it means, "dominated by the flesh." The Latin word for flesh is carne and that is
why in some versions thisis called "carnal.” "Y ou are carnal; you are dominated by the
flesh; your thinking is fleshly, not fleshy, but fleshly,". . .

In chapters five and six of the letter to the Hebrews (the sectionis unfortunately broken
by the chapter division there), you have a very helpful explanation of what these terms
mean, { cf, Heb 5:11-6:8} . This was the problem with the Hebrews too. They were
spiritual babies; they had not grown up; they had a case of arrested development. That
passage uses the word "milk" as well. It says, "You need milk," {Heb 5:12b RSV}.
Weél, what is milk? Hebrews 6 tells us that it is the elementary doctrines of Christ, and
it goes on to list them for us:

The first one consists of evangelistic preaching, i.e., telling people how to become
Christians. One of the most dangerous and, | think, deadly things in the church is the
habit that thousands of churches have gotten into of preaching the gospel over and over
every Sunday morning. People never grow up; they never get out of spiritual babyhood
because al they hear is how to become a Christian. Now that is all right for babies; that
iswhat helps them become Christians and |eads them to Christ and established them,



but evangdlistic preaching is milk.

Hebrews goes on to say that teaching concerning rituas like baptism and laying on of
hands (probably for healing), and all this emphasis on physical healing, rituals and
ceremonies are part of the milk that babies need. It is not yet meat, the strong food that
is required for maturity.

Hebrews 6 tells us also that truth about the resurrection and the last judgments, about
prophesy and eschatology, al thisis milk. It is designed to get them started in the
Chrigtian life, but it is no way to build maturity as a Christian. Y et, across America
there are thousands and thousands of churches that spend their whole teaching period,
year after year, in investigating more about rituals, ceremonies, baptisms, prophecy and
prophetic matters, and evangelizing. That is milk.

What is meat?

Meat is preaching that unfolds the full riches and magnificence of the gospel so that
people grow up. They stop being children, as Paul saysin Ephesians 4, "...no longer to
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about every wind of doctrine," { Eph 4:14
RSV}. That requires the meat of the word.

Piper: The problem with this contrast between the natural person and the

spiritual person[chaps. 1-2] isthat it passes over the people who are not in either of
these categories. It talksin terms that are al white or all black -- natura,

without the Spirit at all, or spiritual in the sense of being mature(2:6).

So now in 3:1-4 Paul goes on to make some more distinctions. He
distinguishes between Christians who are spiritual in the mature sense and
Christians who are "fleshly” or "carna." Why?

| think to guard one kind of person from despair and to guard another
kind from presumption. The text is hopeful to the spiritual struggler and
warning for the casual drifter. . .

So the term "babes in Christ" in 3:1 contrasts with "the mature” in 2:6.
And the term "men of the flesh" (or: "fleshly") in 3:1 contrasts with "the
spiritual person” in 2:15.

Now we have three categories of people. First there is the "natural

person” in 2:14 -- the person who has no spiritua life and who can't
recognize anything compelling in the gospel. Second, there is the "spiritual
person” in 2:15 or "mature" person in 2.6 -- the person who is so deeply
controlled by the Holy Spirit that he can receive and value any level of
Biblical truth. And third, there is a group of people in between whom Paul
calls not spiritual and not natural, but "fleshly," or "babes in Christ."



Wiersbe: The immature believer knows little about the present ministry of Christ... He
knows the facts about our Lord’s life and ministry on earth, but not the truths about His
present ministry in heaven. He lives on ‘Bible stories' and not Bible doctrines.”

Jeffries: [Signs of Maturity]

I will become filled with His truth. This will not make me "smarter,” though | will gain
Scriptural knowledge. It will not swell my ego with pride, although God will make use
of my maturity in ministry toward others.

Y et apowerful and observable effect will be wrought in me as | abide in God’s Word.
The illuminating power of the Holy Spirit will re-orient me time and again to the cross
of Jesus Christ and so will cause me to be ever more often reminded of the fundamental
equality of all believers when measured against the attributes and character of God.

Spiritual maturity will pour forth from my life in genuine humility.

When | am in congregation with God’ s people, that humility will manifest itself in
unity.

MacArthur: From 1:18 through 2:16 Paul points out that the Corinthians were divided
because of worldliness, because of their continued love for human wisdom. In 3:1-9 the
apostle shows them that they also were divided because of the flesh, because of their
continued yielding to the evil in their humanness. He shows the cause, the symptoms,
and the cure.
I. The Cause of Division: The Flesh

So a Christian is not characterized by sin; it no longer represents his basic
nature. But heis still ableto sin, and hissinisjust as sinful as the sin of an unbeliever.
Sinissin. When a Christian sins, he is being practicaly unspiritual, living on the same
practical level as an unbeliever. Consequently Paul is compelled to speak to the
Corinthian believers much as if they were unbelievers.

[1. The Symptoms of Division: Jealousy and Strife

Jealousy is a severe form of selfishness, begrudging someone el se what we wish
were ours. And selfishnessis one of the most obvious characteristics of babyhood. An
infant’s life is amost totally self-centered and selfish.

[1l. The Cure for Divisions. Glorifying Christ (:5-9)

Leake (2:15—3:4) AreThere Spiritual and Carnal Christians?

Introduction: How carnal can a Christian be? And for how long??

Refutation of the doctrine of the “carnal Christian” developed by Chafer and Dallas
Seminary; a prominent teaching that someone can be a believer with no changed life; no
fruit at all; therefore what is needed is some type of second blessing or dedication of the
life or commitment to Christ as Lord when He has only been Savior = bad theology;
Need a proper understanding of 3:1-4 to refute this

3 DESCRIPTIONS OF MEN



I. TheNatural Man (2:14) = without the Holy Spirit = all the unsaved

Unresponsive to God; needs the new birth; thinks God’ s wisdom is foolishness; no
capacity to receive and understand God's wisdom; Only the Spirit can impart life (1
Pet. 1:3); new birth caused by God

Not areform of your old life; 2 Cor. 5:17 = new creation

Holy Spirit imparts God's life into the human soul; unsaved has a soul already ... but it
is unresponsive to God

[I. The Spiritual Man (2:15-16) = indwelt by the Holy Spirit = all the saved
A. HisTitle/ Designation

Not some specia category or subset of believers; but describes all believers
B. HisActivity — What does he do?

Discerns, investigates, evaluates all things; appraises them; then passes
judgment; sees everything differently and clearly; the fog has been lifted; new life; new
eyes, new understanding; Application: Don’t go to unbelievers for our education
C. HisDistinction

Unbeliever doesn’t know what’s going on in my life; we are appraised by no
one (no unbeliever); world didn’t know or understand Christ; ended up hating Him and
will hate us as well
D. His Capabilities = We have the mind of Christ

Review of the process of revelation/inspiration/illumination = how God's
thoughts become recorded in the Scriptures as words and come into our minds where
we understand through the illumination of the Holy Spirit — thus we have the mind of
Christ
Is. 40:13 quote
Speaks to the sufficiency of the Scriptures for Christian living

[11. TheCarnal/Spiritual Man (3:1-4)

A. What Paul does NOT mean:

Not saying that this group is just men of the flesh = unsaved;
- clearly he calls them brethren in this passage;
- cf. 1.2 where despite their evidence of carnal living and serious sins they are
described as owning Christ as Lord of their lives;
- by virtue of calling them infants in Christ — acknowledges they have been born
into God’s family

B. What DOES Paul mean here?

They are walking AS mere men; therefore Paul in some sense has to treat them as if
they did not have the mind of Christ [or at least very limited capacity to discern spiritual
truth]

Their practice is not matching their spiritual reality; these are saved individuas here; it
was quite a rebuke to call them fleshly in their practice; like selfish little babies, nobody
likes a seven year old baby

They had been taught by the best = Apostle Paul himself; but still couldn’t digest the
mest of the Word

No one denies that true believers can act carnally for atime — Question is How Carnal



and For How Long??

But they must evidence some fruit of a changed life or there was never any root;

Only 2 categories: either in Adam or in Christ — no third category

Evidences against the “carnal Christian” category popularized by Scofield Study Bible
1) Corinthian church only been around for 4-5 years — so not like they had been mired
in carnality for 35 years with no evidence of fruit

2) Paul certainly expected some greater level of maturity from them; expected spiritual
growth; this state (even for relatively young believers) was unnatural

3) 5:11 — This person who had sinned so grievously was designated as a “ so-called”
brother — Paul willing to open up for question the genuineness of his faith

4) Not carna through and through; you can point to some evidence of a changed life
Cf. 6:9-11

5) By the writing of 2 Corinthians the church had experienced godly sorrow; genuine
repentance; changed heart; etc.

6) 2 Cor. 13:5— admonition still to test yourself to see whether you are in the faith;
Paul perhaps still unsure of some of them

7) 6:9-11 — Direct statement that people who persist in these types of sinful mindsets
and activities are not saved — flies in the face of the “carna Christian” view; cf. Ga. 5
and Eph. 5

8) Argument from silence — Paul never exhorts them to seek some type of second
blessing or dedicate themselves to the Lordship of Chrigt, etc.

Conclusion: Sometimes trust in the Lord and a changed life will be slow to come and
difficult to see ... but it will be there

Cautions:

1) Don't be fooled if you don't see any evidence of a changed life — don’t be naive in
just assuming someone is a believer

2) Don't betoo quick to call someone a non-believer; be humble and careful and
balanced and realistic in our discernment



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 3: 5-9
TITLE: SECTARIANISVI DEFEATED BY GIVING ALL GLORY TO GOD

BIG IDEA:

ALL OF THE ACCOLADESFOR SPIRITUAL MINISTRY SHOULD GO TO
GOD WHO CAUSESTHE GROWTH -- NOT TO THE PARTICULAR
SERVANTS LABORING TOGETHER ON GOD’'SBEHALF

INTRODUCTION:

Paul is not saying that we should refrain from expressing appreciation and rendering
respect and honor to those who minister the Word of God and perform the servant work
of evangelists and teachers and under shepherds. But God needs to get all of the credit
since the work is ultimately His. He deserves the loyalty and dependence —which
would be idolatrous if placed on any Christian minister. He warns against ascribing
ultimate credit or building loyalty at the level of the individual Christian minister.

Y ou would think that it would be impossible for believers to lose focus and put
Christian workers up on apedestal. But that is exactly what had been happening in
Corinth. The problem had not been the fault of any lobbying for popularity on the part
of the ministers, but the people themselves were looking at the messenger rather than
the Lord Jesus who was being faithfully proclaimed.

5 REMINDERS OF THE UNIQUE, SOVEREIGN ROLE OF GOD IN
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

We need these same reminders today.

. (:5 REMINDER #1: CHRISTIAN MINISTERSARE ONLY SERVANTS
“What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you
believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.”

Don’t forget the crucial distinction between the Many Ministersand the OneLord
over all

Should servants get the glory? Obviously not.

What happens when spiritual leaders get too big for their britches?? Study 1 Samuel
What happens when the flock gives too much attention to a particular Christian
preacher? The strength and depth of faith and dependence on the one Good Shepherd is
undermined. Churches which focus the public ministry of the church in just the
giftedness of one individual are especially susceptible to putting that person up on a
pedestal. But even in the context where multiple ministers exist there can be a fleshly
tendency to align oneself with the individual personality rather than with the corporate
body of Christ.



A. Reexamine Y our Perspective Towards Your Christian Ministers
1. How do you view the erudite preacher Apollos?

2. How do you view the gifted Apostle Paul?

L enski: The Corinthians are making party heads of these men and each party glorifies
its man to the detriment of Christ and the gospdl.

B. Recognize Their Role as God's Servants in Guiding Us to Faith

C. Refocus on the Primacy of the Lord who Gives Opportunities to Minister and
Blesses the Results of Such Ministry

God gives the giftedness and grace and opportunity and fruitfulness to each
minister as He intends. Ministry isadistinct privilege and comes by way of divine
appointment so that no man can boast.

1. (:6) REMINDER #2: ONLY GOD CAN PRODUCE SPIRITUAL FRUIT
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.”

Don’t forget the crucial distinction between the secondary role of the exercise of a
variety of spiritual giftsand the primary role of God who alone can initiate and
develop spiritual life and growth

Are planting and watering necessary? Yes. . . but not anything apart from the behind-
the-scenes work of God.

A. Secondary Role of the Exercise of a Variety of Spiritua Gifts
1. Role of Evangdlists/ Church Planters

2. Role of Teachers/ Preachers/ Under shepherds/ Disciplers
B. Primary Role of God
1. (:7) REMINDER #3. ALL OF THE GLORY BELONGSTO GOD
“So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God

who causes the growth.”

Don’t forget that all of the glory and credit and loyalty and dependence belongs
not to the many secondary ministers but to the One Sovereign Lord

A. Christian Ministers are Nothing in Themselves

B. God is Everything —when it comes to producing spiritual fruit



IV. (:8) REMINDER #4: STRESSTEAMWORK NOW; REWARDSWILL
COME LATER
“Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own
reward according to his own labor.”

Don’t forget that all Christian ministers labor on the same team but their
individual reward will be dispensed equitably by God rather than by man

Not atime for competition, envy, strife, etc. But still each minister must be careful and
diligent how he labors ... as developed in the next section (vv. 10-15).

A. One Team. .. Many Gifts/ Functions
- teamwork is the emphasis for now — one Master; one goal
- variety of different gifts are still essential

B. Individual Rewards — Dispensed equitably by God after the job is finished
- ministers are not looking to the people for accolades and rewards; not serving
as manpleasers

V. (:9) REMINDER #5. GOD OWNSIT ALL
“For we are God' s fellow workers; you are God’ s field, God'’ s building.”

Don’t forget that God ownsit all —whether the agents of Christian ministry or the
product of that ministry
The local churchis God's church — He ownsit al.

A. God Owns the Agents of Christian Ministry

B. God Owns the Product of that Ministry — 2 Analogies
1. From Agriculture — The Farmer cultivates the crop — “God’ s field”
Emphasis on life and growth

2. From Construction — The Builder constructs the building — “God’ s building”
Emphasis on effort and cohesiveness

Hodge: Union and fidelity in labour are required of those engaged in tilling the same
farm, or in the erection of the same building; and they are no less required in those
engaged in cultivating the vineyard of the Lord, or in erecting his temple. The apostle
drops the former, and carries out the latter figure. [into the next paragraph]

* k% k k k k k x k%
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Inthislight, how do we view radio personalities and famous Bible teachers? How
do we view those who preach the word to us at our local congregatiors?



2) When we think of the term “ Christian minister” do we think in terms of humble
service or exalted privilege?

3) How are we encouraged by the knowledge that spiritual fruit ultimately depends on
the work of God?

4) What comes to mind when we think of Christian preachers and teachers united in
working side-by-side with God as fellow wor kers?

* k k k k k k x k%

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: So it is not the people who are important, it is the God who works through the
people. Therefore, to give glory to men as though they were al-in-al (honor is

one thing that is right to give to those to whom honor is due), but to give glory to men
and to exalt one as more important than another is wrong. Paul says we are equal. He
says, "He who plants and he who waters are equal, and each shall receive his wages
according to hislabor," i.e.. they are equally in need of the grace and the power of God.

Finally, his view is that all of us share the same high privilege. He says, "We are God's
fellow workers." Isn't that amazing? Nothing is more important in al of life than that.
Think of the privilege of your being a fellow-worker with God in this day and age.
When at last it isall over, and we stand before the King, the greatest honor that ever
will have been accorded us is the honor that we have of bearing his name and being an
instrument of his grace where we live, where we work, in our family.

Piper: Seven statements that Paul makes about himself and Apollos and God.
1. We are servants, but God alone is Master.

2. God is the object of your faith not us; we only point to him.

3. We did not make ourselves servants or make you converts, God did.

4. Apollos and | planted and watered but God alone can create spiritual

life.

5. Apollos and | amount to nothing compared to God.

6. Apollos and | are not competitors but allies with a common goal, and

in the end God will give us our rewards, not you.

7. We are workers on the farm and the building, but God owns it and us.

In summary, then Paul's answer to why there was pride and boasting and
jealousy and strife at Corinth is that they were putting man where God
belongs and failing to see the all-pervasive sovereignty of God.

Goins: It is anunderstanding of the fundamental equality of all Christians, including
Christian leaders in particular, as Paul mentions himself and Apollos. It'saso acall to
turn away from looking at ourselves and our needs and our demands, and focus on the



Lord. His name shows up six times in the last five verses. He is the only one worthy of
glory. When our attention is focused on him, there will be no place for jealousy or strife
or self-centered competition. When his mighty presence and power fill our awareness,
we're not going to focus on ourselves or on human leaders or human factions.

Morris: “ministers” — It is a word which stresses the lowly character of the service
rendered. It accordingly ridicules the tendency to make much of preachers. Who
would set servants on pedestals? The real work was done by God, as by whom, which
is really “through whom”, shows. Paul and Apollos are nothing more than instruments
“through whom” He does His work. These ministers could work only as the Lord gave
to them.

MacArthur: It is appropriate that God' s faithful servants be appreciated and encouraged
while they are on earth. But they are not to be glorified, set apart, or made the center of
specia groups or movements.

Paul and Apollos were but God' s fellow workers. It was not their own ministry that
they worked in, but His. What divine companionship! It was God’s church in Corinth,
not Paul’s or Apollos'sor Peter’'s. The believers there were God' sfield, God's
building, and His alone. And the glory for any good work done there, or anywhere, is
also Hisalone.

Leake: Ten Lessons About Spiritual Leadership (continued in next message)
I. A Spiritual Leader is a Servant
1Cor. 4:1-2; 2 Cor. 4:5
- Test of leadership = is he serving othersin the local church?
- Must be a teachable person
I1. A Spiritual Leader isa Servant Furthering the Faith of Others
- Test of leadership = whom has he been discipling?
- teaching in his own home
- involved in evangelism
[11. A Spiritual Leader isaMinister Appointed by God
- the Lord grants the spiritual gifts and opportunities for ministry
- What about calling into full-time Christian ministry??
IV. A Spiritual Leader isaWorker Relying on God’ s Power
- must rely on the power and sovereignty of God
- takes the pressure off us; gives a sense of relief; leader should have sense of personal
inadequacy



TEXT: 1 Corinthians 3:10-15
TITLE: DIVINE BLUEPRINT FOR SPIRITUAL CONSTRUCTION

BIG IDEA:
THE HARD WORK OF SPIRITUAL MINISTRY CAN REAP ETERNAL
REWARDS WHEN WE BUILD WISELY ON THE PROPER FOUNDATION

INTRODUCTION:

Most of you are familiar with The Big Dig tunnel project in the Boston area. Faulty
materials and construction practices led to a concrete ceiling panel braking loose,
falling and killing someone. That sparked a huge investigation and comprehensive
testing that revealed many shortcomings.

The Central Artery project, even as it opened the skyline downtown and provided a smoother commute for
many motorists, was already infamous for delays, overruns and possibly criminal defects in design and
construction. But it moved from embarrassment to fatal civic liability July 10, when a ceiling panel in the
Ted Williams Tunnel gave way and crushed Milena Del Valle to death. Her husband escaped, and his
lawsuit may set an all-time high for award or settlement. Attorney General Thomas Reilly said he’ll seek
criminal charges against designers and contractors of the Big Dig in the case,

http://www.townonline.com/pembroke/homepage/8999026040860835838

Remember in the last paragraph Paul had introduced the two analogies for Christian
workers: that of afarmer and that of a builder. Here he extends the construction
analogy. Church ministry in this text is compared to alarge building project. The
spiritual leaders are charged with taking care how they build so that they will produce
quality results which will last and pass the fiery test. Future rewards are promised to
those who stay true to the foundation of Jesus Christ and the apostolic model of
ministry.

. (:10-11) SPIRITUAL LEADERSMUST FOLLOW THE DIVINELY
REVEALED PATTERN FOR CHURCH MINISTRY —
4 REQUIREMENTS:
A. Humble Reliance on the Grace of God
“According to the grace of God which was given to me’

- Different gifts; different callings; different opportunities

- Individuaized grace

- Faithfulness is required for adl (4:2)

- Aggressiveness in trusting Christ for His enablement rather than burying our
talents (cf. parable of the talents)

- No room for pride or boasting in human accomplishments

- No running away from ministry or bailing because God's grace is sufficient

B. Skillful Labor in Accordance with God's Wisdom
“like a wise master builder”



Distinction between God's wisdom and the wisdom of the world continues to
flow through this epistle to the Corinthians. Expediency is not the standard. God's
ways are not our ways. The type of leadership model derived from the business
community will not cut it.

Word from which we get “architect” — but here used in an expanded sense as the
one who faithfully carries out the master blueprint plans as a good general contractor.

Stedman: Paul calls himself here "the wise master builder,” and the word for master
builder, architectron is the word from which we get our word "architect." But he really
uses thisword in a different sense than we use the word "architect” today. To us an
architect is the man who thinks up the building. He conceptualizes it; he designs it; he
sees it in his mind's eye; he plansit, and programsit, and draws the designs for it. In
that sense, of course, God is the architect of the church. The Lord Jesus said, "I

will build my church," {Matt 16:18}. He has conceived it; he has designed it; he has
planned its structure; he has programmed its activities, and he continues to do so, so he
is really the architect in that sense today.

C. Careful Construction in Accordance with the Apostolic Pattern
“| laid a foundation and another is building onit. But each man must be careful
how he buildson it.”

- Rom. 15:20 — Paul called to do pioneering work; the apostle of the Gentiles
- No selfish ambition

- Spirit of teamwork rather than competition

- Thereisabiblical pattern to follow; the apostles followed that pattern

Be careful in the sense of:
- communicating the whole counsel of God accurately and faithfully
(2Tim. 2:2)
- following the biblical ministry model — not relying on the marketing
techniques of the world
- keeping the focus on the person and work of Jesus Christ

Goins: The second half of verse 10 reminds us that a foundation is supposed to support
something. In the case of the church, it's a spiritual building. Paul is concerned that
those who continue the work that he started work as faithfully and effectively as he did.
They've got to draw on God's gracious resources and reflect God's spiritual wisdom.
Paul is referring particularly to evangelists and pastors and teachers in the church, but
the principle applies to every single believer. All of us to some extent represent the
gospel by what we do. Our life and our witness with each other must be grounded in
the Lord Jesus and in his word.

D. Zero Deviation From the Supreme Standard = the Church’s One Foundation =
Jesus Christ Her Lord
“For no man can lay a foundation other than the one whichislaid, whichis
Jesus Christ.”



1 Pet. 2:6; Eph. 2:20
Concept of aplumb line

L enski: When Paul writes that he “laid a foundation” in Corinth he means only that he
began the work in that place. Laying afoundation in this senseisin contrast with the
erecting of the superstructure. . . A vaster thing is meant by the one and only
foundation that Paul saysis “lying”, a present tense, lying permanently and forever.
Paul says nothing about him who laid this foundation or how it waslaid.. . They shall
also note what this foundation, is, namely “Jesus Christ.”

1. (:12-13) THE QUALITY OF ONE'SMINISTRY WILL BE TESTED AND
REVEALED
A. (:12) Two Contrasting Types of Building Materials
“Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw”

Presented from most costly to least costly; key is ability to endure fire

1. High Quality — permanent, valuable, uncommon
a. gold
b. silver
C. precious stones

2. Low Quality — temporary, useless, very common highly combustible
a. wood
b. hay
C. straw

The problem will not be with the foundation — that is solid;

Look at the effort and cost involved in doing things the right way;

Y ou can’'t be cutting corners in the ministry;

These kinds of materials refer to the various doctrines, the modeling of those
doctrines via a life of holiness, and the ministry motives and methods
employed

Leake: the continuous teaching; not mixing in worldly philosophy and methodology;
the foundation being built upon is the doctrine about the person of Christ

Goins: Paul speaks of human wisdom, the spirit of the world, and words or
speculations. The wisdom of the world is acommon-sense view of life. It's the
constantly changing opinions and traditions and philosophies and socia theories that
our race manufactures.

B. (:13) Testing By Fire Will Reveal the Quality of the Work
“each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it becauseitisto



be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’swork.”

Speaking of judgment day for believers — not to determine their eternal destiny — but the
nature of their rewards. Thisis commonly referred to as the bema seat judgment.

Goins: When the glorified Jesus appeared to the apostle John on the island of Patmos,
John described him in the Revelation as having eyes that were like a flame of fire,
having a burning intensity, evaluating. Our loving Lord Jesus, who is passionately
committed to the life and hedlth of the church, will examine our building activity and
materials and sort out the bad and the good, what is of the Spirit and what is of the
flesh, what is built on God's revealed eternal word and what is built on the current
human philosophies swirling around us.

I. (:14-15) ONLY MINISTRY THAT STANDSTHE TEST OF FIRE WILL
QUALIFY FOR FUTURE REWARDS
2 Categories when it comes to Rewards:
A. Spiritual Leaders Who Qualify For Future Rewards
“If any man’ s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.”

B. Spiritual Leaders Whose Efforts at Ministry Were Wasted Because They Failed to
Follow the Divine Blueprint
“If any man’ swork is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be
saved, yet so asthrough fire.”

MacArthur : No matter how worthless, no believer will forfeit salvation.

Grosheide: The teachers who build badly may be believers. They build on the good
foundation without having the intention of destroying the work of God, and although
they are guilty by reason of the lack of permanency of their work, their state before God
may be secure. Here again Paul assumes that there are teachers at Corinth who lead the
church in the wrong direction.

Leake: Misuse of passage — not talking about a carnal Christian who produces zero fruit
his whole life; not speaking of purgatory; no second chance to start over and build it
right

* k k k k k k k& x %

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What isinvolved in Jesus Christ being the foundation of the church?

2) How do we know right now whether we are building with gold, silver and precious
stones? Isit right to be concerned with the level of future rewards we will receive?



3) How does this passage speak to the tendency of believers to evaluate right now the
quality of the ministry work of others?

4) What type of “loss” will the believer suffer who has built with wood, hay, and
straw? Will there be emotional disappointment as well? Will these believers be happy
in heaven?

* k k k k k kK x k& %

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stedman: Re His person, his life, his doctrines, his teachings, his resurrection, his
ascension, his return by means of the Holy Spirit to make himself universally available
among us, his coming return in person from heaven -- al that is included as part of the
foundation. The teachings concerning Jesus were given to us by the apostles, but they
focus on the person of the Lord. Every church that departs from teaching about Christ
and his work, his person and his resurrection, begins to dide away from the foundation
and soon becomes tottery and wobbly. It becomes filled with many forms of weakness
and failure and finally collapses and crumbles into nothing. Every individual who is not
built upon that foundation will find his life crumbling and failing ultimately. So our
Lord isto remain always present as the foundation of the church, the God and Lord of
the universal church, the head of the local body manifesting his presence, his power and
his guidance throughout that body and the Master and Savior of every individual heart
which has come to know him. That is the foundation.

That foundation, of course, basically consists of the Scriptures. They are the foundation
of the church. They were given to us by the apostles and as such they constitute the
unshakeable foundation. That is why every church, either local or universal, or any
individual who does not base his life upon the Scriptures soon begins to waver and
wobble; they find inconsistencies and weaknesses. Today we hear the words " Jesus”
and "Christ" used in many ways that are not reflected in the Scriptures, but the only
foundation that God ever recognizes is the apostolic Christ, the one given to us, the
Jesus who is reflected in the Scriptures. "No other foundation can any one lay," Paul
says. That is the foundation, and this is why we must keep Jesus central in all things. . .

Areour lives going to be lived on the basis of gold, silver and precious stones, growing
out of that revelation of God by the Spirit, or are they going to reflect the empty, vain
philosophies and speculations of the world around so that we live only for pleasure,
fame and power instead of being an instrument of the living God?

Martha Snell Nicholson has put it in this little poem with which | close:

When | stand at the judgment seat of Christ
And He shows me His plan for me,

The plan of my life asit might have been
Had He had Hisway, and | see



How | blocked Him here, and | checked Him there,
And | would not yield my will

Will there be grief in my Saviour's eyes,

Grief, though He loves me till?

He would have merich, and | stand there poor,
Stripped of all but His grace,

While memory runs like a hunted thing

Down the paths | cannot retrace.

Then my desolate heart will well-nigh break
With the tears that | cannot shed;

| shall cover my face with my empty hands,
| shall bow my uncrowned head...

Lord of the years that are |eft to me,
| give them to Thy hand;

Take me and break me, mould me to
The pattern Thou hast planned!

Piper: What that means is that the foundation must control the materials used in

the superstructure. Otherwise the connection between verses 10 and 11 makes no sense.
Does it make sense to say: Watch out what kind of windows you use because the
foundation is Christ! Watch out what kind of roof you build because the foundation is
Christ? Watch out what kind of wiring you use because the foundation is Christ! Yes it
does make sense if the foundation controls the shape and quality of the building.

Hoke: But those who are faithful in their work in the Kingdom shall receive areward.
There will be a prize for the faithful in Jesus. The Bible speaks of definite rewards, or
"crowns" which await us. There is the "Crown of Life" for those who love Jesus and
enduretemptation (James 1:12). There is the "Crown Incorruptable” for those who
discipline their livesin the race (1 Cor. 9:25). There is the "Crown of Regjoicing” for
those who are soul winners (1 Thess. 2:19). There is the "Crown of Righteousness' for
those who love His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). And there is the "Crown of Glory" for those
who faithfully shepherd God' s flock (1 Peter 5:4).

What does it mean to recelve a"'crown"? Does this mean we'll receive aliteral crown to
go on our heads? If these crowns are a symbol of something, what would that be?

WEéll, a crown is given to those who rule. To have a crown isitself symbolic of the
reality of authority and rule. Kings have a crown. Queens have a crown. They're given
thiscrown at their coronation, when they’re installed officialy in office.

Now that’s very interesting, because the Bible has much to say about ruling and
reigning with Christ. In Revelation there’s a promise of rule to those who overcome.



Jesus says to those who have been faithful in little that they shall be made ruler over
much. Perhaps here these crowns refer to various kinds of rule available in the age to
come.

Holwick:
TRIAL BY FIRE

|. Testing time.
A. Final exams are soon approaching in school.

B. God's final exam is also approaching.
1) He will assess our livesin detail.
2) Helooks at us as if we are building contractors.

[1. Building from the ground up. 39
A. Church isin view, more than individuals.
1) Each of usis making our contribution to God's house.
2) What one of you does, reflectson al of us.

B. Jesusis only foundation. 311
1) If foundation is weak, building won't stand.
a) King Store and massive basement walls.
b) Jesus is a firm foundation.
2) Jesusisrequired - not just one answer among many.
a) Only name for salvation. Acts4:12
b) No one gets to Father except through Jesus.  John 14:6

[11. "Be careful how you build..." The structure is up to us.
A. The Christian life is opentended potential.
1) Are we content to rest in our salvation?
a) Or do we intend to build ourselves up?
b) Most Christians exhibit little growth.
2) New office buildings at Roxbury Mall. <<<<<<
a) Look good on outside, but an empty shell.

B. Different building materials.
1) Gold, silver, precious stones alludes to materials of
Solomon's Temple.
2) Wood, hay and straw are easily consumed.
a) (3 pigs and Big Bad Waolf)
3) What we do for God lasts, rest does 